Understanding “Bani Isra7l”, the “Jews”, “Judaism” and the 
Religious Sects of the Jews (1)' 


The Bant Israil—Offspring of the 
Prophet Ya‘qub (sialic )—Were 
Upon Islam and Tawhid 
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The Quran distinguishes between the Bani Isrāīl as a 
people—who are the Asbat, the Tribes, the sons and 
offspring of Ya‘qub (Six )—and between Judaism as a 
religion. The religion of Bani Israil was that of their 


1 As Muslims we have been ordered to invite the People of the 
Book to Islam through the use of wisdom, good argumentation 
and admonition and in ways that are best. We are also ordered to 
treat them with justice. This series aims to provide insight into this 
subject area and to remove many misconceptions that are held: 
a) whether by Muslims in relation to the topic of “Bani Isra’l’, 
“Jews” and “Judaism” and the religious and political movements 
of the Jews—these misconceptions often become hindrances to 
presenting Islam to them—or b) whether by Jews themselves in 
relation to Islam and Muslims. 
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forefather, Ibrahim (até), it was Islam, Tawhid, 
Hanifiyyah. Ya'qub was the son of Ishaq (sil), the 
son of Ibrahim (até), and is also named “Asir ‘I’ 
(Servant of God), or “Israil”. He gave birth to the Twelve 
Tribes (Asbat) through his twelve sons. They were upon 
Islam and Allah raised them over other nations due to 
their uprightness and firmness upon Tawhid in that 
period of time, prior to Musa (aiztae).° 

As for the religion of Judaism (al-Yahudiyyah), then 
this was unknown to Ibrahim, Ishag, Ya‘qub, the Asbat, 
Musa, Harun, Dawid and Sulayman (AZ) as the 
name of their religion. It was a later development, and 
appeared after the sixth century BC, crystallising after 
the writing of what is referred to as the Old Testament. 
Later, it was translated into Greek, and is known as the 
Septuagint manuscript. This endeavour was undertaken 
by 70 scholars of the Jews during the 3rd and 2nd 
centuries BC in Alexandria, Egypt. In the authorship of 
the Old Testament, there were Egyptian, Greek and 
Babylonian influences and it presented a new doctrine 
centred around a tribal god, a chosen people and a 


? To provide a rough frame of reference in terms of time, Ibrahim 
(ik) was present around after 2000 BC, Musa (Xaa) around 
1500 BC and Sulayman (Xx) around 1000 BC. These are not 
exact figures but provide a quick and easy frame of reference. 
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promised land.? The Messengers and Prophets of Allah 
were not commanded with tribalism and empire 
expansion. Rather, they were ordered to spread Tawhid 
to the nations and often this required them to fight 
hostile, idolatrous nations in order to bring guidance to 
the subjects of those nations. This meaning was 
downplayed by the hands that compiled, wrote and 
edited the Torah, and in their re-writing of past history, 
they presented the entire enterprise as one of tribalism, 
and chosenness with a unique tribal god. 

It is crucial to understand that Judaism is not a 
race, it is a religion or a system. Just like Islam is not a 
race, it is a religion and likewise Christianity is not a 
race. You have ethnic diversity among Jews, just as you 
have among Muslims and Christians. As such, the claim 
of a Polish, German or Russian Jew that he is 


3 The Jews do not have the original written Torah of Moses, but 
only what they put into writing as the Torah of Moses in the Greek 
language based upon their oral traditions. The earliest materials 
present in Hebrew are from around the 2nd century BC, in the 
Dead Sea Scrolls. As for the full Hebrew Bible, then it only came 
to be in the 10th and 11th centuries CE, put together by the 
Masoretes, or scribe-scholars, with the knowledge that the Greek 
Septuaguint was full of errors. So they tried to reconstruct it in 
Hebrew but used much guesswork in determining the vocalisation 
(vowelling) of the text. Due to this, more tahrif (distortion) took 
place in their scripture. 
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descended from Bant Isra’ll is no different to the claim of 
a Chinese or Scottish Muslim that he is descended from 
the Arab Quraysh. Adopting Islam does not make one a 
descendant of the Quraysh. Many ethnicities converted 
to Judaism over the past 2000 years, including Arabs 
prior to Islam. These conversions did not confer upon 
them an ancestry from the original Bant Isra’7ll, the sons 
of Ya‘qub, who were Muslims upon Islam and Tawhid 
and were certainly not “Jews” upon “Judaism” as these 
notions were non-existent in that time. There are black 
Ethiopian Jews, white European Jews, Arab Yemenite 
Jews, Iraqi Jews, Persian Jews, Chinese Kaifeng Jews 
and so on, all having different ethnicities. 

Consider that there are Palestinian Jews who in 
appearance and genetic constitution are indistiguishable 
from Palestinian Muslims. This actually makes them 
Arab Jews, where “Arab” is the ethnicity and “Jew” is the 
religion. The Jewish Encyclopedia states that Arabs are 
the purest Semites: “The Arabs in the desert fastnesses 
of central and northern Arabia have, on account of their 
isolated position, preserved unchanged more features 
of primitive Semitic character, custom, and language 
than any other Semitic nation.”* 


4 The 1906 edition of the Jewish Encyclopedia, (Funk and 
Wagnels) 11/184. 
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On the other hand, the overwhelming majority of 
today’s Jews, more than 90% in fact, are European 
Ashkenazis whose ancestors are either raw converts to 
Judaism (Khazarian hypothesis) or the produce of 
intermingling and dilution (Rhineland hypothesis).° The 
ideological and political concept of “Jewishness” or 
“Judaism” as a distinct genetic race is baseless. This 


° Refer to “A substantial prehistoric European ancestry amongst 
Ashkenazi maternal lineages” by Marta Costa el. al. published in 
Nature (Nature Communications) 8th October 2013. The paper 
concludes based on mitochondrial DNA variation studies that 
“The great majority of Ashkenazi maternal lineages were not 
brought from the Levant, as commonly supposed, nor recruited in 
the Caucasus, as sometimes suggested, but assimilated within 
Europe.” The Scientist magazine, commenting on this research 
notes, “The Ashkenazi Jews make up the majority of Jews today 
and most recently have ancestry in central or Eastern Europe.” 
Genetic Roots of the Ashkenazi Jews, The Scientist, 8th October 
2013. And in Live Science, “All told, more than 80 percent of the 
maternal lineages of Ashkenazi Jews could be traced to Europe, 
with only a few lineages originating in the Near East.” Surprise: 
Ashkenazi Jews Are Genetically European Live Science, 8th 
October 2013. And in the New York Times, “The finding 
establishes that the women who founded the Ashkenazi Jewish 
community of Europe were not from the Near East, as previously 
supposed, and reinforces the idea that many Jewish communities 
outside Israel were founded by single men who married and 
converted local women.” Genes Suggest European Women at 
Root of Ashkenazi Family Tree New York Times, 8th October 
2013. 
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is acknowledged by Jews themselves. For example, Dr. 
Samuel Lebens of Yeshivat Har Etzion, chair of the 
Association for the Philosophy of Judaism, writes in 
Haaretz, “There is no such thing as a racially pure Jew. 
We are not a race.” There is an ongoing battle among 
Jewish academics and researchers regarding this issue. 
The first camp consists of those who—being objective 
and lacking any agendas—have accepted the factual 
realities, that Jews are not a race based on genetics. 
This should be plainly obvious and all that is needed to 
prove it is to put pictures of Polish, Russian, Iranian, 
Yemeni, Chinese and Ethiopian Jews right next to each 
other and ask if they are of the same race. The second 
camp contains propagandists with ideological and 
political objectives. Their position is becoming more and 
more untenable and unjustifiable in light of ongoing 
research findings, though they are active in crafting and 
presenting their own studies for ideological reasons. 

We can summarise this article with the following main 
points: 


ê Refer to “Jews are not a race, but a nation” in Haaretz, 14th June 
2012. Another book which addresses this topic is by Shlomo 
Sand, Professor of History at Tel Aviv University, titled, “The 
Invention of the Jewish People.” Sand refutes the claim of ethnic 
and racial purity of the Jews. 
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Firstly, the difference between the historic Bant Isra’l 
as a people, a tribe, a nation with blood-ties and 
relationships who were upon Islam and Tawhid, and 
between what developed into Judaism, well after the 
time of Musa and Sulayman (šak) and which today 
is a religion, not a distinct race or tribe. 

Secondly, the distinction between Musa and the 
Torah that was revealed to him, and between what the 
Jewish scholars penned down as the Torah of Moses in 
the Greek language more than a thousand years later in 
Egypt during the 3rd century BC. This is not the same as 
the actual Torah of Moses, just like the Gospels in the 
New Testament are not the actual Gospel of Jesus, but 
the writings of evangelists and storytellers in the Greek 
language aimed at converting pagans and in which 
there are remnants of the actual Gospel of Jesus. 

Thirdly, one should be able to see through the use of 
the words “Jew”, “Jewish” and “Judaism” as if they span 
over the last 4000 years of history and as if they are tied 
to genetics and race. In reality, neither Abraham, Ishaq, 
Ya‘qub or the Bant Isrāīl in the time of Musa (SZi.¢ic) 
knew of any religion known as “Judaism” and nor of any 
concept of “Jewishness”. Allah (jg) stated in this 
regard: “Or do you say that Ibrahim and Isma‘l and 
Ishaq and Ya‘qub and the Asbat (the Twelve Tribes) 
were Jews or Christians? Say, ‘Are you more 
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knowing or is Allah?” (2:140). In this verse is a 
distinction between a people connected by lineage, 
from Ibrahim to Bant Isratl, and between a religion, 
which is Judaism, and which came a long time 
afterwards, as did Christianity. 

As for the word Jew, then the Jewish Encyclopedia 
affirms that, “In the Old Testament the term ‘Jew’ 
appears to be applied to the adherents of the worship of 
YHWH as conducted at Jerusalem after the exile. It is 
thus used in the late book of Esther.” ’ This is in the 6th 
century BC. In short, every Jew ought to know that 
Abraham, Ishaq, Yaqub and the Bani Israil (Xais) 
were not “Jews”, that Moses and Harun (atic) were 
not “Jews” and that Sulayman and Dawud (sík) were 
not “Jews” either. They never knew of any religion called 
“Judaism” and nor of a concept known as “Jewishness”. 
These terms relate more to the various ‘Judaism 
systems’ that later crystallised into “Rabbinic Judaism” 
in the Christian era. In reality, these labels were used 
after the exile to Babylon—well after the original Bani 
Isrāīl and after Sulayman and Dawid (a%i.~e)—and 
were then applied to past history. 

The Jewish Encylopedia under the entry for “Judaism” 
states: “In reality the name ‘Judaism’ should refer only to 


7 Jewish Encyclopedia, 1912. (New York), 12/174. 
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the religion of the people of Judea, that is, of the tribe of 
Judah, the name ‘Yehudi’ (hence ‘Judean’, ‘Jew’ 
orginally designating a member of that tribe. In the 
course of time, however, the term ‘Judaism’ was applied 
to the entire Jewish history.”® 

Once all of this is clear, then we must also understand 
that the Jews are not a single, united entity. Rather, they 
have many religious sects and political movements, 
often at odds with each other and sometimes with 
tremendous animosity. We have been informed in the 
Prophetic traditions that the Jews had split into seventy- 
one sects. Ignorance in this regard will lead to errors 
being made and to injustices being committed when 
individuals or groups of Jews are accused of things they 
are innocent and free of. 


Abu ‘lyaad 
23 Dhul Hijjah 1439 / 3 September 2018 
v.1.25 


8 Jewish Encyclopedia, 1912. (New York), 12/359. 
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Understanding “Bani Isrāīl”, the “Jews”, “Judaism” and the 
Religious Sects of the Jews (2) 


Moses (Xaia) and other 
Israelite Prophets Prayed at 
Masjid Khayf at Mina 
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From Ibn ‘Abbas (zi) who said that the Messenger of 
Allah (Asset) said: “Seventy prophets prayed in 
Masjid al-Khayf [in Mina], among them was Musa. It 
is as if | am looking at him wearing two Qatwani 
[white woollen] garments [made of small fibres], 
whilst in ihram, riding upon a camel from the flock 
[of] Azd Shani’ah.”' 


Notes: 
1. Azd Shand’ah refers to a tribe from a region in the 
Surat mountain range in southern Hijaz and ‘Asir, the 


1 Silsilah al-Sahihah (no. 2023, 5/35) and Sahih al-Targhib wal-Tarhib (no. 
1127). 
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western part of which is the low lying coastland of the Red 
Sea, also known as Tihamah. In particular, where al-Bahah 
is today, around 130 miles southeast of Makkah. In another 
hadith related by Muslim from Jabir (<i), the Prophet 
(csi) said: “The Prophets were presented to me, and 
behold, Moses was was of moderate build, as if he was 
from the men of Shanu‘ah.” (no. 167) and the same is also 
related by al-Bukhart through Abū Hurayrah (zis). The 
hadith indicates the place from which Musa (xa) 
embarked to the Haram of Makkah, by the mention of his 
camel which came from the flock of Azd Shant‘ah. 

2. In his book “Akhbar Makkah”, Muhammad bin Ishaq al- 
Fakihi al-Malikt al-Kinant (d. 280H)—himself a resident of 
Makkah—relates the following with a sahth chain from ‘Abd 
Allah bin Zubayr (xis): “Seven hundred thousand from 
the Bani Israil would make Hajj to this House, they 
would take off their shoes at Tantm, then they would 
enter [the Haram] barefooted out of respect for it.”? He 
also relates from ‘Abd Allah bin Zubayr: “Nations from Bani 
Israil would remove their shoes when they came to 
Tuwa, out of respect for the Haram.” This establishes 
that visitation to the house for Hajj was practiced by the Bani 
Isra'l. 

3. In the Bible, reference to the presence of Musa and 
Bant Isrā'īl in the Haram of Makkah is made, thought it is not 


2 Sahih al-Bukhari (no. 3394, 3395). 
3 Akhbar Makkah (1414H, Beirut: Dar Khidr) 2/267, the muhaqqiq declared the 
chain to be sahth. 
4 Ibid. 2/257. 
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apparent at first sight because of those who purchased a 
miserable price by altering and distorting the words from 
their proper places. 

Mentions are made of the “Wilderness of Paran” as the 
place of encampment of Bani Israil, from where Musa (ssi) 
sent out men to explore the area of Canaan which is actually. 
Later they came back to Paran at a place called Kadesh (“a 
sacred place”), and this is al-Qadis, which is one of the 
numerous names of the city of Makkah as indicated by 
Muslim scholars, historians and biographers, from them al- 
Nawawt in al-Majmū’. As for Paran, then it is Faran which 
refers to the mountainous regions in the Haram of Makkah. 
Hasan al-Hamadani (d. 350H), a historian and geographer, 
writes that “Faran is the son of ‘Imran, son of ‘Amlaq’, and 
the mountains of the Haram are ascribed to him”’®. Many 
other Muslim historians state that Faran is a reference to the 
mountains of the Haram around Makkah, this is a matter 
well-known. Ibn al-Qayyim said: “There is not between the 
Muslims and the People of the Book any difference that 
Faran is Makkah and if they say it is not Makkah—and it is 
not objectionable for them to say this due to their distortion 
(tahrif) and fabrication (ifk)—then we say: ‘Does it not say in 
the Torah that Ibrahim settled Hajar and Isma’ll in Faran?”.° 


5 Refer to Numbers 10:12, 12:16, 13:3, 13:26. 
ê Refer to al-Majmi‘ Fi Sharh al-Muhadhdhab (Jeddah: Maktabah al-Irshad) 
8/4. Al-Nawawt lists 16 names of Makkah, and from them is al-Qadis, which he 
explains (os o d4wsil!)—meaning, a sacred, sanctified place. 
7 And from him are the ‘Amaliqah or ‘Amaliq, the Amelakites of the Bible. 
8 Al-IkIil (2/76). See also Ibn al-Athir in al-Kamil Fi al-Tarikh (1/62). 
°? Hidayat al-Hayara (1416H, Dar al-Qalam), 1/345. 
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Then Ibn al-Qayyim cites from Ibn Taymiyyah who explains 
that the Cave of Mount Hira is in the mountains of Faran, that 
this is where the revelation began to descend upon 
Muhammad (ise) and that the desert area between 
Makkah and Tir Sina’ is known as Fārān.' Thus, Faran is 
the place where the Jews knew that another prophet from 
the offspring of Kedar (Qaydar)—a son of Ismail whose 
offspring were settled in the Hijaz—was to appear. 

From the crimes of those scholar-scribes was to distort or 
alter the geographical settings for the stories of Ibrahim 
(sia) and Musa (sie) to conceal the fact that they were at 
Makkah, with Ibrahim being a resident and Musa performing 
Hajj there. It is untenable to assert that somehow Ya‘qub and 
Bani Isra’il forgot about their forefather, lbrahim, and that he 
had rebuilt the first house of worship in Makkah, and that it 
never occurred to them to visit there. On the contrary, they 
would come to Makkah to perform Hajj as is verified in 
Islamic sources. 

All of the above—and there is much more—explains why 
Muslims have a greater right to Musa (sic) than those who 
call themselves “Jews”. 

Abu ‘lyaad 
23 Dhul Hijjah 1439 / 3 September 2018 v1.15 


10 Ibid. 1/346 and see al-Jawab al-Sahth (Dar al-‘Asimah) 5/200. 
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The Firaun of Musa (xai) Was a 
Tyrant from the ‘Amaliq Tribe 
of Arabs and Not a Qibti' 
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Muslim sources (exegetes, historians, linguists)* state 
that the Firaun mentioned in the Quran in the story of 


1! Prior to Islam, the only source of information for the story of 
Musa and Firaun was the Torah and what is found with the Jews 
in their books. On the basis of these sources and Western 
scholarship, the common view is that Firaun was an Egyptian 
(Qibtt), that Mount Sinai (Tur Sina) is in the Sinai peninsula (and 
not in Arabia) and that the Israelites were forced to build the 
pyramids of Egypt (despite the fact that they are much earlier than 
the Israelites). The Israliyyat (narrations from Bant Isra7l), which 
are not free of exaggerations, were relied upon in providing many 
of the details of this story and they have shaped knowledge of this 
event. 
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the Prophet Musa (sii) was from the offspring of 
‘Amlaq (Amalekites), an Arab tribe from the perished 
tribes (al-‘arab al-baidah) that no longer exist, similar to 
‘Ad and Thamid, who originated in Yemen.° His name is 
given al-Walid bin Mus‘ab bin Mu‘awiyah bin Numayr 
bin al-Salwas bin Qaran, bin ‘Amr bin ‘Amlaq (from the 
offspring of Sam, son of Nūh) and his wife was Asiyah 
bint Muzahim bin ‘Ubayd bin al-Rayyan bin al-Walid, 
and she was the believing wife who was praised by 
Allah (jg) in Surah al-Tahrim. This al-Walid—the great, 
great grandfather of Asiyah—was the ruler during the 
time of Yusuf (siaix&)a few generations earlier, indicating 
that the time between Yusuf (xai) and Musa (sie) 
involved no more than three or four generations. In 
contrast, the Torah provides a different genealogy for 
those that are said to be Egyptians, coming from Ham, 
son of Nuh. So this is a clear conflict between Islamic 
sources and Jewish sources in terms of the origin and 
lineage of Firaun. 


? Such as al-Tabari, Ibn Kathir, al-Qurtubi, Ibn al-Jawzi, al- 
Shawkani, Ibn Manzūr, al-Fayrozabadi, Yaqut al-Hamawī and 
many others. 
°? Al-Tabart wrote: “The ‘Amalig, Umaym and Jasim are an Arab 
people, their tongue upon which they are disposed is the Arabic 
tongue.” al-Tarikh (Dar al-Ma'rifah) 1/204. 
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The given names for these Firauns are Arab names 
and alongside the numerous other points discussed 
further below, it indicates that the Firaun of Musa was 
not Egyptian (Qibti) but an Arab who spoke Aramean, 
the same tongue as the Bant Isra’ll.* 

In this regard, we have numerous considerations: 

The first is what has been mentioned above from 
Muslim sources with respect to the names of Fir'aun and 
his wife. They are Arabic names and suggest another 
setting for the story. Proper names cannot be translated 
by meaning into other languages and it is not possible to 
insert these Arab names into a list of known Egyptian 
kings. This would be similar to drawing up a list of 
English kings: George, Edward, Richard, Mus‘ab, 
Charles, John and James. “Mus‘ab” is clearly an Arab 
name and does not belong there. However, this is what 
has been done by some people who have tried to merge 
the given Arab name of Firaun with the kings of Egypt 
from the 18th dynasty of Egyptian kings. There should 
be Egyptian records of the actual names of these 
“Pharoahs” as given in the Arabic sources and they 


4 The Arab ‘Amaliq Firauns have their origins in Yemen (as 
indicated in their genealogies). They mvoed northwards to the 
Hijaz and Sham, eastwards into Arabia and up the Red Sea 
towards the Sinai peninsula and across to its Mediterranean 
coast line. 
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ought to be the same, with next to no variation, because 
proper names cannot be translated. It is also strange 
that the Torah does not mention the names of the 
Pharoahs in the time of Ibrahim, Yusuf and Musa 
(Sai) whereas Arab sources mention them clearly 
with their full lineages. 

The second is that it is claimed—on the basis of a 
Qibti_Pharoah—by historians and archaelogists that 
there is nothing recorded in history by any of the major 
nations of the time who had trade and diplomatic 
relations with Egypt and its rulers (within its modern 
boundaries) and nor by Egyptians themselves that there 
was a Musa and a Ban? Isra7l present in Egypt (with its 
modern boundaries) contending with its Qibtr Firaun, 
who is in Muslim sources, is a Firaun with the given 
Arab name. That nor is there any record of a mass 
exodus on the scale alleged, involving millions, 
according to them from such a Qibti Firaun. That nor is 
there any record of any of the plagues and calamities 
suffered by a Qibti Firaun that made him allow Bani 
Israil to leave, which would definitely have been 
recorded in history of Egypt (within its modern 
boundaries) who were expert record keepers, and 
especially when these were great signs, according to 
what they say. This is known as a major problem in the 
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history of Bani Isrāīl and the historicity of the Bible.° 
This has led many Jews and Christians to become 
atheists leading to their denial of the existence of Musa 
(and also Sulayman and Dawud) and their rejection of 


° Refer to Israel Finkelstein, Neil Silberman (2002) in “The Bible 
Unearthed Archaeology’s New Vision of Ancient Israel and the 
Origin of Its Ancient Texts” (New York:Touchstone). Ze’ev 
Herzog, an Israeli archaelogist and a leading figure in the field of 
the historicity of the Hebrew bible, wrote in a 1999 Haaretz article 
titled “Deconstructing the Walls of Jericho”: “Following 70 years of 
intensive excavations in the Land of Israel, archaeologists have 
found out: The patriarchs’ [i.e. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses] 
acts are legendary, the Israelites did not sojourn in Egypt or make 
an exodus, they did not conquer the land. Neither is there any 
mention of the empire of David and Solomon, nor of the source of 
belief in the God of Israel. These facts have been known for 
years, but Israel is a stubborn people and nobody wants to hear 
about it. This is what archaeologists have learned from their 
excavations in the Land of Israel... Most of those who are 
engaged in scientific work in the interlocking spheres of the Bible, 
archaeology and the history of the Jewish people—and who once 
went into the field looking for proof to corroborate the Bible 
story—now agree that the historic events relating to the stages of 
the Jewish people’s emergence are radically different from what 
that story tells.” The reason why they have come to these 
conclusions is because the geography has been changed by the 
writers of the Torah, the identity of the actual Firaun has been 
concealed, and as such, they are unable to find what they 
anticipated because they have been pursuing a Qibtr Pharoah 
when he is actually an Arab from the ‘Amaliqah. 
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revelation and to dismiss what is in the Torah as mere 
stories that were made up or embellished based upon 
smaller scale events. However, these claims and 
whatever evidence that lies behind them cannot be used 
on their own to dismiss the the reality of Musa, Firaun 
and the deliverance of Bani Israil because the Quran 
has affirmed them and provided the details. In Islamic 
sources, the Firaun of Musa (sii) actually traces back 
to the Arab Amaliqah originally coming out of Yemen 
and not to the Qibtis. They are the dynasty known as the 
“Hyksos” who conquered the coastal parts of Syria, 
Lebanon, Palestine, the Sinai and the eastern part of 
Egypt where the Nile runs into the Mediterranean sea. 
Understanding this crucial difference will ensure that we 
are not lured into what is accepted by Jews, Christians 
and Western scholarship of a Qibti Firaun, and what 
that then leads to of rejection, because of the lack of 
evidence for such events, as they assert, or great 
confusion in the details at least. Our Islamic sources 
have established the truth, and that which is with the 
Jews and Christians is false. 

Third, the Quran makes it clear that the Bant Isrā'l 
inherited the land of Firaun after he was drowned: 


ê The boundaries of “Misr” in the time of Misa are not necessarily 
the same as they are today, they could be much broader and 
span both sides of the Red Sea. 
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“So We expelled them from [their] gardens and 
springs, and [their] treasures and honourable 
positions. Thus. And we made the Children of 
Israel to inherit it.” (26:57-59) 

Al-Tabarani (d. 360H) stated in al-Tafsir al-Kabir: 
“Allah returned Bani Israil to the land of ‘Misr’ after 
Firaun and his people were drowned and gave them 
everything possessed by Firaun and his people of 
wealth, land and property”. Al-Baghawi (d. 516H) 
states in his tafsir of this verse that “Allah returned Bani 
Israil to the land of ‘Misr after He had drowned Fir‘aun 
and his people and gave them everything possessed by 
Firaun and his people of wealth and property.” And al- 
Qurtubt (d. 671H) states about this verse: “All of what 
Allāh the Exalted mentioned of gardens, rivers, 
treasures and noble positions [of leadership, ownership 
and the likes], Allah made Bani Isra’l to inherit it. Al- 
Hasan said: ‘Banu Isrāīl returned to ‘Misr after the 
destruction of Firawn and his people.” Ibn al-Jawzi (d. 
597H) said in Zad al-Masir, “Allah returned them to 
‘Misr after the drowning of Firaun and gave them what 
used to belong to Firaun and his people of properties 
and wealth.” 
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There is no record in history and nor in the Torah that 
the Bant Isra7l who fled a Qibti Firaun in Egypt returned 
to Egypt (with its modern boundaries) after this Firaun 
was destroyed and inherited the land of a Qibtī Firaun 
and all of the gardens, springs and treasures owned by 
him and his people and that they remained there as its 
rulers and inhabitants, taking the lofty positions once 
held by this Qibti Firaun and his people. So we do not 
have a truthful picture from the Torah, whilst the Quran 
confirms the truth, Bant Isra7l inherited the land, rivers, 
property and wealth—see Surah al-Shu‘ara’ (26:59)—of 
a Firaun who was from the ‘Amaligah and so did 
“another people” (œf ks), as indicated in Sirah al- 
Dukhan (44:28). This indicates very precise historical 
events that match with the destruction of Firaun and his 
soldiers, leading to the end of the dynasty that ruled the 
area starting from the coastal regions of northern Syria, 
then Lebanon, Palestine, the Sinai and the topmost part 
of eastern Egypt. After Firaun was destroyed, the 
empire crumbled and the Egyptians (Qibtis) who had 
been pushed further south, regained this land. As for 
Bani Israil, then they inherited the part that is Palestine 
and as for the Egyptians, they inherited the part that is 
referred to as Misr. 
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The Quran does not mention “Egypt” (al-Qibt), rather 
it mentions “Misr” and what is known today as the state 
of Egypt that was ruled by the Qibtis was not known as 
“Misr” to them 3,500 years ago, or to the Greeks and 
Romans who ruled over it. In addition, the boundaries of 
what was known as “Miş then, whatever its 
boundaries, size or location, are not the same as what 
are known today as the boundaries of the modern state 
of “Egypt”. But what we know is that Bant Isrā'īl inherited 
the land area that was ruled over by the Hyksos 
(Amaliqah)—which was not the land inhabited by the 
Qibti rulers (who had been pushed further south in 
Egypt—and they (Bant Isrāīl) were ordered to strive 
against the polytheists who were in that land in order to 
spread Tawhid to the nations. 

Fourth, it is said that archaelological studies have 
likewise failed to show any evidence of the presence of 
over half a million Israelites—as is alleged—being 
escaping a Qibti Firaun. The Bible gives a number of 
600,000 men’, which when women, children and 
livestock are added will at least quadruple that to well 
over 2 million. Such an event on this scale—where a half 
to a third of a country’s entire population suddenly 


7 This same number can be found within reports cited by Muslim 
exegetes and they relied upon this to explain “the small band” that 
they were referred to as by Fir'aun. 
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leaves in a long line of people stretching a few hundred 
miles at least—would show up in the record, historical 
and archaeological of the Qitbtis. But it is said that there 
is no evidence at all. This is because the numbers have 
been grossly exaggerated by the pens of the scribes 
and because the Firaun was an Arab Firaun that ruled 
over “Misr’. The Noble Quran establishes that the Bant 
Israll who believed in Musa and followed him were a 
small number. Firaun said: 

“Indeed those are a small band.” (26:54). 

And likewise not all of Bani Isra7l believed in Musa 
(sia) and went with him: 


4938 98 453 3 (sigh Gal Led 
“But none believed in Musa (Moses) except the 
offspring (youths) of his people...” (10:83). 


Imam al-Sadr! said in his tafsir: “Meaning, the youth 
from Bant Isrāīl, they were patient upon the fear they 
were upon, because of the firm faith in their hearts.” This 
is the view of al-Tabarl, which al-Qurtub! summarised by 
citing Mujahid: “None believed in him, but the offspring 
of those to whom Musa was sent from Bani Isra7l 
believed in him. Due to the lengthy time, the elders had 
perished and the offspring remained, so they believed”. 
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This clashes with the claim of an exodus of “millions”, 
which is an exaggerated number. The lineage of Musa 
(Iai) in Muslim sources is given as Musa bin ‘Imran 
bin Qahith bin ‘Azir bin Lawi (Levi), brother of Yūsuf 
(aie). It is difficult to imagine how the original twelve 
families that made up Bant IsraTl and were only seventy 
in number when they went to “Misr” could become over 
two million in just three generations. Likewise, the 
lineage of Asiyah, the wife of Firaun was given earlier, 
and her great, great grandfather was the Firaun in the 
time of Yusuf (sii). So between them likewise, are 
only three generations. This means that seventy people 
became a couple of million men, women and children in 
three generations. This indicates that the compilers and 
writers of the Torah, relating these events a thousand 
years later, exaggerated and altered details. In contrast, 
the Quran or Prophetic traditions do not mention any 
numbers. 

Fifth, Egypt was not popularly known as “Misr” until 
after Islam. It was known to nations as Coptos, 
Aegyptus, Egypt and all of these names derive from 
(a1), “Al-Qibt”. This is how the Messenger (fratio) 
addressed al-Muqawais, as the “Azim of al-Qibt’, in his 
letter to him. Hence, given all the other evidence above, 
the Misr of the Quran—in the time of Musa (sie) which 
is around 2000 years before Islam—is not synonymous 
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with the borders and boundaries of the modern state of 
“Egypt” and could be much narrower. As for its meaning, 
the word misr (plural amsar) refers to a location that is 
generally a commercial hub and is located on strategic 
trade routes. The word misr is used in this sense in 
Surah al-Baqarah (2:61) when Bani Isratl asked Musa 
(sai) for certain forms of foods—and this was after 
they were delivered from Firaun and had already left 
“Misr’—and he told them in response: 
Kias Ila 

“Go to a misr (a township)” (2:61). 

Meaning, a township, mentioned here as an attribute 
rather than an actual place name (which would be ghayr 
munsarif), where food can be purchased. 

In the recorded history of the nations that ruled Egypt 
(such as the Persians, Greeks and Romans) there is no 
mention of “Misr” as the name of the place they ruled 
over. This would be all over the historical record in 
the records of many nations and within Egyptian history 
too, which is well documented. The ancient names of 
this land were Kemt (which means “Black Land”) and 
Ht-Ka-Ptah which later turned into Coptos, Aegyptus 
and Egypt after the rules of Greece and Rome. Thus, 
the Misr of the Quran is not necessarily with all the 
same boundaries as the Egypt of today. 
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Thus, what was known as “Misr” was not ruled by 
Qibtis but Arab ‘Amaligah in their particular time period. 
Though this is established and clear in Muslim sources 
of history, genealogy and tafsir, there are Western 
researchers who are realising this, and they speak of the 
Hyksos Amelakites, accepting that they were of Arab 
origin. Exactly what all Arabic sources say, that the 
Firauns of Ibrahim, Yusuf and Musa (aici..%) were 
Arabs. Hyksos means “shepherd-kings” or “desert- 
soldiers” because these Fir‘auns originated from the 
desert of Southwest Arabia. 

In summary: Some exegetes of the Quran explain 
that “Fir‘aun”® was a title given to the kings of the 
‘Amaliqah, an Arab tribe, just like “Chosroes” for the 
Persians , “Caesar” for the Romans and “Negus” for the 


8 The name of “Firaun” is indeclinable (ghayr munsarif) because it 
is in the Syriac (Aramaic) language and not the pure Arabic 
tongue and has the meaning of “the top of something”, chief or 
leader. Ibrahim, Ishaq, Ya‘qub (sie) and the Bani Isrāīl spoke 
this language whereas Ismail (sii) and his offspring spoke the 
pure Arabic tongue after learning it from the residents of the Hijaz. 
However, all of them were initially resident around the area of 
Makkah, whether to its north or south. They, like their father, 
Ibrahim (xax), were Arameans descending from Aram, son of 
Sam, son of Nuh (sax). From Aram came the tribes of Arabs 
such as Ad and Thamid. 
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Abyssinians.? However, what seems to be more correct 
is that it is a proper name, similar to Haman and 
Qaritin.'® Jewish converts to Islam who were from their 
leading scholars in Yemen, such as Wahb bin 
Munabbih, explain, “His name is al-Walid bin Mus‘ab bin 
al-Rayyan, his kunyah is Abu Murrah and he is from the 
‘Amaliq, son of Lawidh, son of Aram, son of Sam, son of 
Nuh.”"' There was also a Firaun in the time of Ibrahim 
(sia) as mentioned in the Torah and Muslim sources 
and his name is Sinan bin ‘Alwan” and likewise in the 
time of Yusuf (sís). As for the Firaun of Musa (sai), 
then he ruled over a Misr. This has commonly been 


° Refer to al-Mawardi (d. 450H) in al-Nukat wal-‘Uydn, al-Qurtubi 
(d. 671H) in Jami‘ al-Bayan in tafsir of al-Baqarah (2:49). 
1 Hence, his name would be Fir‘aun [Walid] bin Mus‘ab and the 
reason why the other five or six rulers from the same dynasty that 
ruled “Misr” for about 200 years were called Firauns (Pharroahs) 
was that his name was taken as a label for the rest of the dynasty. 
So the Pharoahs of the ‘Amaligh are not to be confused with the 
Qibti (Egyptian) kings and rulers. 
" As cited by al-Qurtubt in the tafsir of al-Baqarah (2:49). 
The historian Ibn al-Athir (d. 630H) wrote in al-Kamil: “Then 
Ibrahim and those who followed his affair [of Tawhid] united upon 
separating from their people. So he left as an emigrant until he 
approached Misr and there was a Firaun among the First 
Fir‘auns, his name was Sinan bin ‘Alwan bin ‘Ubayd bin ‘Awlaj bin 
‘Amlaq bin Lawidh bin Sam bin Nuh ” (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al- 
‘IImiyyah) 1/77. 
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equated with modern day Egypt, though the location 
and boundaries of what was referred to as “Misr” in that 
time may have been different and was not actually ruled 
by Qibtis but by Arab ‘Amaliqah. The Firaun of Musa 
began to feel threatened by the Bani Isratl who had 
moved to the region of “Misr” in the time Yusuf (stiixée) 
about 150 years earlier, and he was expecting a leader 
to be born among them who would put an end to his 
empire. They did not number in the milllions, but more 
likely from five thousand upwards to perhaps some tens 
of thousands being very generous, since there are only 
three generations between Yusuf (sii) and Musa 
(sia). He was a disbelieving arrogant tyrant who 
owned gardens, rivers and treasures who—along with 
his family and his people—began to persecute them and 
kill their male-borns. It is here that the Quran first 
reminds Bant Israil of their past when He saved them 
from Fir'aun: 


- 
7 oR ot 
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“And [recall] when We saved your forefathers 
from the people of Pharaoh, who afflicted you with 
the worst torment, slaughtering your [newborn] 
sons and keeping your females alive. And in that 


was a great trial from your Lord.” (2:49). 
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These revelations of the Qur'an were directed towards 
the Jews present around al-Madinah (formerly known as 
Yathrib) such as the Banu Nadir, Banu Qurayzah, Banu 
Qaynuqa and many others spread throughout Arabia, 
particularly in Najran and Yemen. Safiyyah (gaí) who 
was the descendant of Harun (sti), brother of Musa 
(sii) became the wife of Prophet Muhammad 
(izaki) and boasted to the Prophet’s wives that Harun 
(aix) was her father (ancestor), Musa (sii) her uncle 
and Muhammad (ice) her husband. Likewise the 
Jewish scholar, ‘Abd Allah bin Salam (zis) who 
accepted Islam, he was from Bani Israil, from the 
offspring of Yusuf (sidicc). These particular Jews in 
Arabia were the actual descendants of the Bani 
Israil. This is a matter well-known to the learned among 
the Jews, especially the Jews of Yemen, in whose 
memory, heritage and linguistic purity lies the true 
history of Bani Isrāīl from the time of Ya‘qub (ati) till 
the last of their prophets prior to ‘Isa (six). 

As for the confusion with Egyptian (Qibtt) kings, the 
primary reason for this is the reliance upon non-Muslim 
histories. Muslim sources give an Arab name and 
lineage for the Firaun of Musa (sii) and the roots of 
the Firauns lie in the Himyar of Yemen, not the Qibtis. 
As such, Musa (sais) led the Bani Israil out of the 
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“Misr’ that was ruled over by these Arab ‘Amaliqah and 
not out of an “Egypt” ruled over by Qibtis. 

Abu ‘lyaad 
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Notes:'? 


Regarding the Lineage of the Fir'auns: 

Al-Hasan al-Hamdani (d. 350H)—a famous historian and 
geographer who wrote a detailed topography, history and 
genealogy of Himyar in Yemen titled “al-IkIt| Min Akhbar al- 
Yaman Wa Ansab al-Himyar’—writes under the genealogy 
of Jushm bin ‘Abd Shams: “They have great numbers and 
wealth, and it is the mighty Jushm amidst all of the Arabs. 
Jushm bin ‘Abd Shams gave birth to Mu‘awiyah, Ya‘dan, 
Rayman, ‘Urwan, ‘Alwan, Humlan, Sa‘ran and Shu'ub...” 
Then he explains, “As for ‘Alwan, then he enters into ‘Amlaq 
bin Lawidh [bin Sam bin Nuh], and he gave birth to some 
of the Fir‘auns. Himyar and the people of San‘a’ say: 
‘Indeed, there came out of the Valley of Dahr [a valley 
ten miles north of San‘a’] seven Fir‘auns.’* The Fir'auns 


13 These notes are added to clear any confusion from an earlier 
version of this article which was absent details that provide a 
more rounded picture of the subject area. Updated 6 Muharram 
1440 /16 September 2018. 

14 Al-lkiil (San‘a 1425H), (2/94). The Egyptian historian Abū al- 
Barakat Muhammad bin Ahmad Ibn lyas (d. 930H) wrote: “It is 
said that the Firauns were seven, and what is well known is that 

ISLAMMOSES.COM 


THE BANI ISRA'L, JEWS, JUDAISM AND THEIR RELIGIOUS SECTS @ 18 


mentioned here include the Firauns of Ibrahim, Yusuf and 
Musa (Xí). He also says: “And from the offspring of Dan 
are the Fir'auns of Misr, and it is well-known that they are the 
‘Amaliq. From them are al-Rayyan bin al-Walid, and it is 
said, al-Walid bin al-Rayyan, and he is the king in the era of 
Yusuf. And al-Walid bin Mus‘ab who was in the time of 
Musa, to whom he was sent. And among them is Sinan bin 
‘Alwan.”'® This Sinan was the Fir'aun in the time of Ibrahim 
(sia). All of these Firauns have their origins in what is 
known as the region of Himyar, Yemen. They are Yemeni 
‘Arabs and not Qibtis (Egyptians) at all. This is why there is 
no trace of an “Egyptian (Qibti) Pharoah” to whom the story 
of Musa relates. This is why the historian and geographer al- 
Mas'udi (d. 346H) stated: “I asked a group of Qibtis of 
Misr—[note that this is after Islam, when al-Qibt became 
popularised as “Misr’]—from al-Sa’d and other places in the 
lands of Misr from the specialists about the explanation of 
the word ‘Firaun’ and they were not able to tell me its 
meaning, and | was unable to acquire it from their 
language.”"® The reason he could not trace this name and 


they are from the ‘Amaligah. The first of the Firfauns in Misr was 
the Firaun of Ibrahim (sii). From them is al-Rayyan bin al- 
Walid, and he is the Firaun of Yusuf (ste). And from them is al- 
Walid bin Mus‘ab, the Firaun of Musa (staixe). And from them is 
Sinan bin ‘Alwan.” Nuzhat al-Umam Fil-Ajāʻib al-Hikam (p. 27). 
15 Al-Ikiil (San‘a 1425H), (1/106). 
16 In Murūj al-Dhahab wa Ma‘adin al-Jawhar (Beirut: al-Maktabah 
al-Asriyyah 1425H), 1/274. 
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get an explanationi of its meaning is clear, Firaun comes 
from the ‘Amaliqah, whose origins are the Arabs of Yemen, 
and the name Syriac, Arab in its origin, not Qibtt. 


The Origins of the ‘Amaliqah Fir'auns From Yemen 

These ‘Amaliah, from their origin and base in the 
Himyar of Yemen—which was a major international 
trade hub and would have allowed the amassing of 
tremendous riches—migrated and conquered other 
areas in the North and East of Arabia, up into the Sinai 
and over into its Mediterranean coast and parts (not all) 
of what is modern Egypt today. This area, or empire, 
from its seat, was known as “Misr’, which would be a 
cosmopolitan area. The name can be found given to 
other areas as well. In his history of Yemen “Al-Yaman 
al-Khadra’ Mahd al-Hadarah’, Muhammad bin ‘Ali al- 
Akwa‘ al-Hiwwali writes: “The sixth area which is known 
as the green region and in ancient time, the provinces of 
al-Sahul, al-Kala’, and Jafar.... and this is what is known 
as the Surrah of Yemen and itis also called the Misr of 
Yemen.”” So this refers to a developed, cosmopolitan 
area, located around trade routes. He also writes—in 
the context of speaking about Banu Qahtan who spread 
out from Yemen and conquered other places (and it is 
from their offspring that Ismail (siice) marry into and 


17 San‘a’: Maktabah al-Jayl al-Jadid 1402H, p. 114. 
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learned the pure Arabic tongue)—: “It is apparent that 
the ‘Amaliqah... descended upon Yathrib and other 
places, and from them are the Fir‘auns. And what can 
be used as evidence to support this view [of their origin 
in Yemen] is that there are [archaelogical] remains 
whose presence is noticeably evident. For there is to be 
found in the Sirr Valley, a valley called ‘The Valley of 
Fir‘aun’.”'® Likewise, there are references to fortresses 
of the Firauns in Yemen which al-Hamdant refers to. For 
example, “Khuta, it is the fortress of the Fir‘auns”, and 
also “Jaba, and it the fortress of the Fir'auns”.'® This ties 
in with the given Arab genealogy in all the Muslim 
sources of history, that the Firauns of Ibrahim, Yusuf 
and Musa (Ali) were from the ‘Amaliqah Arabs who 
originate in Yemen. The Firaun of Musa ruled over 
“Misr” (that does not necessarily equate to the full 
geographical region of today’s state of Egypt) and the 
Bani Isrāīl were delivered from him after he was 
drowned and destroyed by Allah (js). Then the Bani 
Israil inherited his lands, rivers, treasures, properties 
and possessions and were then ordered to fight against 
the polytheists in order to spread Tawhid. This was 
performed by Yusha‘ (Joshua) but then after him, the 


=J 


Bani Israil deteriorated and fell into shirk, bid'ah and 


'8 Ibid. p. 434. 
19 Al-Ikiīl (Dar al-Kalimah) 8/120. 
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purusing lusts and desires, until Sulayman and Dawud 
(Sak) and these prophet-kings have been lied upon 
by the pens of the scribes who put the Torah into writing 
and given an ugly picture for whatever reasons and 
motives those scribes had. 
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Religious Sects of the Jews (4) 


Banı Israil and Their Priestly Elites 
(Cohens) in the Hijaz (Yathrib) Prior 
to the Prophet and Islam 
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The wife of the Prophet Muhammad (izsk) Safiyyah 
bint Huyayy (zís) was descended from Levi, son of 
Jacob (side) through Aaron (aai), the brother of 
Moses (siaixé). Her father was from the tribe of Banu 
Nadir and her mother, Barrah bint Samuel, was from 
Banu Qurayzah. Safiyyah would boast that Harun 
(sai) was her father (paternal ancestor), Musa (scis) 
was her uncle and Muhammad (assaji-) was her 
husband, as occurs in the Prophetic traditions. This was 
a tremendous honouring for her after she accepted 
Islam, after already being inclined towards it. 
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‘Abd Allah bin Salam (zás), the Jewish rabbi who 
converted to Islam was descended from Yusuf (sai), 
son of Jacob (Seist). 

The Banu Qurayzah and Banu Nadir were among 
the Cohens (Priests) of the family of Aaron son of ‘Imran, 
descendent of Levi, brother of Yusuf (sti). They were 
the priestly elite of the Jews. In his book, a/-Aghani, Abu 
al-Faraj al-Asbahant (d. 356H) writes under the chapter 
heading, “News about the Aws and the Lineage of the 
Jews Who Descended to Yathrib” writes: “Aws bin 
Dhabiyy, the Jew. A man from Banu Qurayzah. And it is 
said that Banu Qurayzah and Banu Nadir are Cohens 
(al-Kahinan), and they are from the offspring of al-Kahin 
(Cohen) son of Harun, son of ‘Imran, the brother of 
Musa, son of ‘Imran—may Allah honour Muhammad 
and them and grant them safety. They took up 
residence at Yathrib after the death of Musa bin ‘Imran 
(Kait). 

Other tribes of Banī Isrā'īl in region of Madinah were 
Banu ‘Ikrah, Banu Tha‘labah, Banu Mahmar, Banu 
Zaghura, Banu Zayd, Banu Bahdal, Banu ‘Awf and 
Banu al-Fasis.° 


1 Kitab al-Aghani (Beirut: Dar Sadir) 22/77. 
? Ibid. 22/78. 
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These are the very Bani Isratl that the Quran was 
addressing. These people knew the Prophet mentioned 
and prophesied in their books—as receiving revelation 
in the mountains of Faran (in the Haram of Makkah) and 
being received with joy at Mount Sela in Yathrib 
(Madinah)—just like they knew their own sons and thus 
their disbelief—those from them who never accepted 
Islam—was that of juhud, which is rejection after full 
knowledge. 


Abu ‘lyaad 
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Understanding “Bani Isra7l”, the “Jews”, “Judaism” and the 
Religious Sects of the Jews (5) 


The Changing of the Qiblah to the 
Kabah in the Haram of Makkah 
Where the Israelite Prophets 
Performed the Rituals of Hajj 
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From the most evident of signs to the People of the 
Book—and in particular the Jews—that the Quran is 
indeed revealed by Allah, the Lord of Ibrahim and Musa 
(Sak), is that it commanded Muhammad (åsa) to 
return the qiblah (direction) of prayer towards its rightful 
place, the Ka‘bah in the Haram of Makkah. This is 
because the elite from the Jews, the Cohenites—as 
related in Muslim historical sources—from the Banu al- 
Nadir and Banu Qurayzah who were residents in Yathrib 
(Madinah) knew full well that their ancestors—Musa 
(sii), the Prophets of Bani Isrāīl and the Israelites in 
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general—would come to make Hajj in Makkah, to the 
House of Allah (Baytallah) that was rebuilt by Ibrahim 
(sii) and which they know full well was mentioned in 
the Torah that underwent tahrif (distortion) and tabdil 
(alteration) and kitman (concealment). 

There is mentioned therein: Beithel (Baytullah), Bir 
Shib‘ah' (Well of Zamzam), Moriah (Marwah), Misfat, 
Safat (Safa), Arafat, Arabah (Arafah), Mamre 
(Namirah) and likewise the actions of ihrām, tawāf, 
stoning, bringing animals for sacrifice, the sacrifice itself, 
as well as prayer, supplication, weeping and glorifying 
Allāh in the precincts of the Haram. 

Before we come to the issue of the changing of the 
qiblah, let us first remind ourselves of the texts in earlier 
parts in this series: 


1 Muhammad bin Ishā` al-Fākihānī (d. 280H) relates in his work 
Akhbar Makkah that in the pre-Islamic days of Jāhiliyyah, 
Zamzam was known as Shib‘ah (Beirut: Dar Khidr, 1414H), 2/32. 
And Ibn al-Athīr relates in al-Nihāyah (2/441) that Zamzam used 
to be called Shabba‘ah in the days of Jāhiliyyah. Bir Shib‘ah is the 
origin of the name Beersheba. Shib‘ah is also “seven” (in Biblical 
commentaries), so the name means “well of seven” and this 
refers to the number of times tawaf and sa7 is done near it around 
the Ka‘bah and between Safa and Marwah. 
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From Ibn ‘Abbas (z445) who said that the Messenger of 
Allah (Asset) said: “Seventy prophets prayed in 
Masjid al-Khayf [in Mina], among them was Musa. It 
is as if | am looking at him wearing two Qatwani 
[white woollen] garments [made of small fibres], 
whilst in ihram, riding upon a camel from the flock 
[of] Azd Shani’ah.” Masa (sie) came to the same 
place that his ancestors, Lāwī (Levi), Ya‘qub, Ishaq and 
Ibrahim (cís) used to perform the rituals of Hajj, and 
where Ibrahim used to call people to Tawhid and warn 
against shirk and he restored the Kabah as the place of 
monotheism, to which nations began to flock. 

In his book “Akhbar Makkah”, Muhammad bin Ishaq 
al-Fakihi al-Malikt al-Kinant (d. 280H)—who was himself 
a resident of Makkah—relates the following with a sahth 
chain from ‘Abd Allah bin Zubayr (xzaix): “Seven 
hundred thousand from the Bani Isra7Tl would make 
Hajj to this House, they would take off their shoes 
at Tanim, then they would enter [the Haram] 
barefooted out of respect for it.” 


2 Silsilah al-Sahihah (no. 2023, 5/35) and Sahih al-Targhib wal-Tarhib (no. 
1127). 

3 Akhbar Makkah (1414H, Beirut: Dar Khidr) 2/267, the muhaqqiq declared the 
chain to be sahth. 
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He also relates from ‘Abd Allah bin Zubayr: “Nations 
from Bant Isra?1l would remove their shoes when 
they came to Tuwa, out of respect for the Haram.” 

And this is the same area in which Musa was ordered 
to remove his shoes due to entering sacred land: 

ib tii slglly 5) dias EG ch GÍ Ly 

“Indeed, | am your Lord, so remove your sandals. 
For indeed, you are in the sacred valley of Tuwa.” 
(20:12). 

It is where Allah spoke to Musa direct and it was in the 
vicinity of Makkah, in its surrounding areas, near the 
mountains of Faran, wherein is also the cave in Mount 
Hira, where the Prophet Muhammad (fzo) also 
received revelation. 


All the above establishes that visitation to the House of 
Allah for Hajj was practiced by the Prophets of Bani 
Isratl and that they knew of the sacred land known as 
the Haram, in “the Wilderness of Paran (Faran)” wherein 
was Tuwa. 


4 Ibid. 2/257. 
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Now, let us mention the verses in Surah al-Baqarah. 
With the above backround, their profoundness and 
tremendous impact will become obvious. The Lord of 
Ibrahim (Sisk) and Musa (sii) said to His final 
messenger, Muhammad (izat): 

Shas Jaó a als GTi LAST G Aes odi i555 8 
lp Ayla pashi 1p pS a Èg abat aetlT jhe 
Use Jai AIM Gs AG oo Kall Ai Galai cist (iol Gault 

“We have certainly seen the turning of your face, 
[O Muhammad], toward the heaven, and We will 
surely turn you to a qiblah with which you will be 
pleased. So turn your face toward al-Masjid al- 
Haram. And wherever you [believers] are, turn your 
faces toward it [in prayer]. Indeed, those who have 
been given the Scripture know full well that it is the 
truth from their Lord. And Allah is not unaware of 
what they do.” (2:144). 

This verse (and the passage including 142-147) was 
revealed after the Messenger had been ordered—in the 
initial stages—to follow the qiblah of the Jews of Bani 
Isrāīl in Madinah which was Jerusalem. However, the 
Messenger anticipated revelation which commanded a 
change of this qiblah to Makkah, to the very first house 
of worship. These verses were revealed in that regard. 
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So then, in their prayers, the Muslims began turning 
towards the Ka‘bah in the Haram of Makkah, the very 
first house built for Allah’s worship and glorification and 
to which the Prophets of Bani Isrāīl would come to 
perform the rituals of Hajj. In the verse, Allah says, 
“Indeed, those who have been given the Scripture 
know full well that it is the truth from their Lord.” 
Meaning, that those Jews in Madinah, who were 
descendants of Lawl (Levi) and Yusuf (Joseph) and 
were priest-scholars knew full well that the Torah with 
them describes how their ancestors would make 
pilgrimage to the House of Allah (Bayt Allah) and to the 
water well (Bir Zamzam, Bir Shib‘ah) at the sacred 
place, Makkah and that when the qiblah changed to 
Makkah, they knew full well that this was the truth, the 
truth that the scholar-scribes before the time of ‘Isa 
(sai) had tried to hide in their compiling, writing and 
translation of the Torah, in the Syriac (Aramaic) and the 
Greek languages. 

In verse 146, Allah says: 


a fw (RB a3 Sje ofu 
- 


joes Á óla ahli ópia LoS igi ai ciii Agile Gull 
Calas ag GT OÍ 
“Those to whom We gave the Scripture know him 


as they know their own sons. But indeed, a party of 
them conceal the truth while they know [it].” (2:146). 
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This verse makes it clear that a party among them, 
who know the scripture and are versed in it and in its 
history, know full well that the truth was revealed upon 
Muhammad (Asses) and that he is the one mentioned 
in their books and by their Prophets in the Torah and the 
books of their Prophets. They knew a Prophet would 
arise from the mountains of Faran (Makkah) and migrate 
to Sela, a mountain in Yathrib, a mile or so away from 
what became the Prophet's Mosque in Madinah. They 
knew his name, his descriptions, what he would call to, 
his restoration of the House of Allah to one of Tawhid, 
his victory over his enemies and the universality of his 
message. They knew all of this. Just like they knew 
when the Messenger (csc) Commanded with Hajj, 
with all of its details, of inram, tawaf, sai, staying at 
Mina, then ‘Arafah, then stoning the Jamarat, and 
offering the sacrifice, that this was what their forefathers 
used to do from the Prophets of Bani Isra‘l, following 
Ibrahim, Ishaq and Ya‘qub (aizi.,). 

However, they violated the covenant (mithaq) that 
was in their Book, rejected him, were later treacherous 
towards him and allied with the idol-worshippers in order 
to kill him and to wipe out those who had revived the 
way of Islam, Tawhid and Hanifiyyah of Ibrahim, Ishaq, 
Ya‘qub and the Asbat (the twelve sons), and likewise of 
Musa and Harun (ati). And from the way of these 
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Prophets was to purify the House of Allah, to worship 
Him upon Tawhid and to perform the rituals of Hajj 
which had been taught to Ibrahim (atdii.c), their 
forefather. 

We read in the last verse of Surah Hajj: 


Wb G5 US oa ralit ae 5h ashi! pu! ale 
“[lt is] the religion of your father, Abraham. Allah 
named you ‘Muslims’ before [in former scriptures] 
and in this [revelation]” (22:78). 


CR 


Thus, we say proudly, as Muslims upon the way of 
Ibrahim, Misa and īsā (a), to Dennis Avi Lipkin 
and his likes—from the hate-filled, war-hungry, 
supremacists and extremists among the Jews°—who 
wish and desire that the Kharijite terrorists of ISIS attack 
Arabia and from within there, attack the Zionist state so 
that it in turn can attack Arabia and thereby conquer and 
take control of Makkah and Madinah—we say to his 
likes who know full well that Makkah was where 


5 Most Jews are not like this, however they have been 
tremendously misled by their priests and rabbis over the centuries 
who held sway over them, their intellects and their lives, because 
of their assumption of divine authority. Thus, most Jews will be 
unaware of the corruption that has taken place in their book 
through the hands of their religious ancestors. 
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Ibrahim, Ismail, Ishaq, Ya'qub and the Asbat (aAdi.z&) 
used to come in order to perform Hajj, as would Musa, 
Harun (aici) and the Prophets of Bani Isra’ll— we say 
to their likes exactly what we have been commanded by 
the Lord of Ibrahim, to whom we are closer and have a 
greater right to him than them: 
deaig esa d dst Leg Gat Opt tag alr, Gale (5,3 
GgnitT ciol 165 iue ia ciol Lag LU ty ogia iili 
glih AI ig aia Í OG HEY AG os 

“Say, [O believers]: ‘We have believed in Allah 
and what has been revealed to us and what has 
been revealed to Abraham and Ishmael and Isaac 
and Jacob and the Descendants and what was 
given to Moses and Jesus and what was given to 
the prophets from their Lord. We make no 
distinction between any of them, and we are 
Muslims [in submission] to Him.” (2:136). 

And the saying of the Lord of Musa, to whom we are 
closer and have a greater right to him than them: 


Ig LST ogiri giil dekiel aust! É aa al 
Bag AIS Yas albi è jag alr al AR pasts NS toes Si Van 
Ggladi ec Jais ALi Lag alll Go baie 
“Or do you say that Abraham and Ishmael and 


Isaac and Jacob and the Descendants were Jews 
or Christians? Say, ‘Are you more knowing or is 
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Allah?’ And who is more unjust than one who 
conceals a testimony he has from Allah? And Allah 
is not unaware of what you do.” (2:140). 

And we also remind their likes: 
dud nhl clas Bild 2%) call ol pas cas di é 

sl G6 Ales gay eins) alas ete Eig 

“Indeed, the first House [of worship] established 
for mankind was that at Makkah - blessed and a 
guidance for the worlds. In it are clear signs [such 
as] the standing place of Abraham. And whoever 
enters it shall be safe.” (3:95-96). 

The Maqam Ibrahim, which is mentioned in their 
books, is where Ibrahim put his residence, next to Bayt 
Allah and from where he would call people to Islam and 
Tawhid. It is where he would feed pilgrims and receive 
people to teach them how to worship Allah. And today, 
the word of Allah (s;«x.) to Ibrahim (siaice) has been 
fulfilled, for millions upon milllions upon millions travel to 
Faran, to Beithel, to Bir Shib‘ah, to Arabah, where they 
glorify Allah, assume ihram, make tawaf, perform Umrah 
and Hajj and follow the way of Ibrahim (xai), the 
Muslim, the Hanif, who was not of the polytheists, 
walhmdulillah. 


Abu ‘lyaad 
4 Muharram 1440 / 14 September 2018 v1.25 
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Understanding “Bani Isra7l”, the “Jews”, “Judaism” and the 
Religious Sects of the Jews (6) 


The Argument of Musa with the 
Arrogant, Oppressive Firaun 
Regarding Rububiyyah 
and Uluhiyyah 


Cpbas oly clio 8 pil le a Lully ELil Cable G5 Al seal 


Fir‘aun’ laid claim to uldhiyyah (the right to worship) and 
arrogantly denied the existence of any deity deserving 


' Firaun was not an Egyptian (Qibtī) ruler, but a descendent from 
the ‘Amaliqah tribe of Arabs who had conquered various lands 
according to Muslim historians, biographers and exegetes. A 
series of seven rulers ruled over the area from the coastal region 
at the top of what is today known as Syria, down to Lebanon, 
Palestine, the Sinai, and the top eastern part of what is Egypt fora 
period of around 180 years starting from 1720 BC. They pushed 
the Qibti rulers—who are commonly and incorrectly referred to as 
“Pharoahs’—further down into Egypt and those Egyptians would 
refer to those ‘Amaliqah as “al--Ammu” as is evident in their 
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to be worshipped besides himself. He said, “I am your 
Lord most high.” (79:24) and “I know of no other 
deity for you besides me.” (28:38). Regarding the 
verse: 


written records that still exist. They are referred to in Western 
scholarship as “Hyksos” but not identified as the Pharoahs of 
Ibrahim, Yusuf and Musa (ší), as they are in Islamic sources. 
The last of them was called “Firaun” and this title was extended to 
all of them as the “Fara‘inah (Pharoahs)”. Afterwards, this title was 
mistakenly applied to all the rulers of Egypt—including the 
builders of the pyramids—from well before the time of Ibrahim 
(sae), till before the time of ‘Isa (six). Jews, Christians, 
archaelogists and egyptologists investigating the alleged 
“Pharoahs of Egypt’—each for their own ideological motives— 
have failed to find anything in the historical record or 
archaelogical studies to support the story of Musa and Fir'aun. 
This is because they are looking at the wrong set of rulers and 
because the truth is contained in Islamic sources. It is also why 
many of them (already having a secular leaning) dismissed these 
stories as fictitious. Refer to Part 3 of this series for more details 
on this matter of the ‘Amaligh Firauns. Also, among the Jews are 
academic fraudsters who extend the period of the existence of 
Musa (Saí) from around 1600 BC to well past 1300 BC to the 
era of Ramesses II to make it appear that these Egyptian (Qibtt) 
“Pharoahs” had oppressed them for that lengthy period of time 
and that they were on that land for five hundred years or so. They 
then use this to claim that the eastern region of the Nile Delta 
belongs to them because they have a right to it! 
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“And the eminent among the people of Pharaoh 
said, ‘Will you leave Moses and his people to cause 
corruption in the land and abandon you and your 
gods?’ [Firaun] said, ‘We will kill their sons and 
keep their women alive, and indeed, we are 
subjugators over them.” (7:127). 

Al-Qurtubt (d. 671H) said: “He denied that he has a 
Lord and a Deity, so it was said to him about Musa 
causing the people to ‘abandon you and your gods’ 
with the meaning that the people will abandon you and 
your worship.” He cites al-Zajaj, “He used to have small 
idols that were worshipped by people as a means of 
nearness to him, and so they were ascribed to him [as 
his gods], and it is for this reason that he said, ‘I am 
your Lord most high’. He also cites Ismail bin Ishaq 
that the statement of Firaun, ‘| am your Lord most 
high’, means that they used to worship other things 
besides him.* Al-Baghawt (d. 450H) cites from al-Suddi: 
“Firaun had set up idols for his people and ordered 
them to worship them and said to his people: ‘These are 
your gods, and | am their lord and your Lord’, and this is 
his statement, ‘lam your Lord most high.” 


? Refer to his al-Jami‘ li Ahkām al-Quran. 
? Refer to Ma‘Alim al-Tanzil. 
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Thus, fearing a change in this situation, Firaun said 
that he will kill their sons and keep their women alive. 
This is because Musa (sii) and his people were upon 
Tawhid, upon the way of their forefathers, which they 
had clung to during the generations that had passed. 

In the course of events, a debate took place between 
Musa (aii) and Firaun which is covered in numerous 
places in the Quran. In Surah Shu‘ara’ an exchange 
between mem is related in relation to uluhiyyah: 


sive i 3 p35 Jú Gg reid Vi alg GL JÓ busss e$ ol 
y JÓ Sit Sul) daji zafi aÍ ó JÓ GST 
Gre wil GSES gil JÓ óa is of gs oy Gals 
ol <4 ois Jú ones siy áis f Jú Re ornare s ites 

Seidel ós Gus 


BEE 


Firaun said, “And what is the Lord of the 
worlds?” [Musa] said, “The Lord of the heavens 
and earth and that between them, if you should be 
convinced.” [Firaun] said to those around him, “Do 
you not hear?” [Musa] said, “Your Lord and the 
Lord of your first forefathers.” [Firaun] said, 
“Indeed, your ‘messenger’ who has been sent to 
you is mad.” [Musa] said, “Lord of the east and the 
west and that between them, if you were to 
reason.” [Firaun] said, “If you take a god other 
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than me, | will surely place you among those 
imprisoned.” [Musa] said, “Even if | brought you 
proof manifest?” [Firaun] said, “Then bring it, if 
you should be of the truthful.” (26:23-31). 

We will summarise the explanation of this debate by 
using the commentary of Imam al-Sa‘di (=) as a 
foundation: 

Firaun asked his question about the “Lord of the 
Worlds” out of arrogant rejection of his Lord and out of 
oppression and seeking highness, despite his certainty 
in the correctness of what Musa (sia) called him to. So 
Musa gave him an answer, “The Lord of the heavens 
and earth and that between them”, meaning: The One 
who created the upper and lower world and organised it 
with many types of organisation, nurturing it with 
numerous types of nurturing, all of which is evident to 
the physical senses and is known intuitively. And from 
the sum of all of that which is observed, how can you 
reject the Creator of all created things, the Originator of 
the earth and the heavens, if you have conviction [in 
anything]. With the meaning, that if you are able to have 
conviction in any single thing, then conviction in the 
heavens and earth having a creator is automatically 
established. 

So Firaun arrogantly said, “Do you not hear’ to 
those around him, trying to make his people to be 
surprised, and using what is a non-argument. So Musa’s 
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response was to say, “Your Lord and the Lord of your 
first forefathers”, whether you are amazed by this or 
not, where you are arrogant towards it or accept and 
submit to it. Meaning, whatever your response, it does 
not change the empirical facts that you are created, 
nurtured by a creator, who created you and your 
forefathers. So the argument here is establishing the 
rububiyyah of Allah, which is evident and plain to the 
physical senses and to basic reason and what follows 
on from that of the falsehood of Firaun’s claim to 
uluhiyyah. One who is created, needy, cannot ever lay 
claim to ulUhiyyah. 

Then Firfaun—in rejection of the truth—said to his 
people that “this messenger of yours who has been 
sent to you is mad”. This is also a false argument 
because it is based upon Musa merely differing with him 
and his way. Someone differing from you is not a valid 
argument for the truth of what you are upon and the 
falsehood of what they are upon. In other words, Firaun 
is claiming that intelligence, reason and rationality are 
with him and his people, those who claim that they were 
not created, that the heavens and earth do not have an 
originator and that they, Firaun and his people, were 
created without a creator. And reason (‘aql) to him is that 
they worship a created thing that is deficient from all 
angles and possesses no attributes of a Lord. And in 
contrast madness to him is to affirm a Lord and Creator 
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for the world, its upper and lower part, one who confers 
favours, apparent and concealed, and to call to His 
worship. Firaun beautified this flowery speech, and this 
reasoning to his people, and they were foolish-minded, 
light in intellect. “So he bluffed his people, and they 
obeyed him. Indeed, they were [themselves] a 
people defiantly disobedient [of Allah].” (43:54). 

Then Musa replied, continuing to provide evident 
truths to non-answers and false arguments used by 
Firaun to reject a Lord and Creator, ‘Lord of the east 
and the west and that between them, if you were to 
reason’. So here Musa (silixe) is alluding to the fact that 
it is they who are mad and that they are simply accusing 
one who is pure and complete in knowledge and 
intellect with respect to this matter (Musa, the 
Messenger of Allah) with what they are guilty of, which is 
foolishness and madness. This is because they are in 
rejection of the most obvious and most apparent of all 
existing things, the Creator of the heavens and the earth 
and what is between them. So if you feign ignorance of 
Him, what besides Him can you claim to establish? And 
that if you do not believe in Him and His signs, then what 
else will you believe in? 

Then, after Firaun was unable to establish any 
evidence for his arrogant disbelief and was unable to 
contradict Musa (sie), he made use of his authority 
and power, stating, “If you take a god other than me, 
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I will surely place you among those imprisoned”. So 
having despaired of being able to win over Musa and his 
people through rational arguments that he alone is their 
deity, he resorted to threat of imprisonment. This was 
really an admission on his behalf that he had lost and 
that the truth was with Musa (sai) and those with him. 

Then Musa said to him—after having established that 
the evidence of reason failed to satisfy Firaun—that 
even if | bring you some clear evidence, meaning one 
that is observed to be out of the ordinary an which is 
witnessed and felt by the senses, will you then still 
disbelieve? And Firaun requested for this sign to be 
presented. And from here the two signs of the staff 
turning into a serpent and the hand turning white were 
shown to Firaun. When these signs were shown, Firaun 
then claimed that this was magic through which Musa 
(sii) was trying to expel them from this land of theirs 
(by rejecting worshp of Firaun). Then Firaun proceeded 
to gather the magicians from his land to counter what he 
claimed was magic. 


From the above commentary we can summarise the 
following about Firaun and his people: 

1. The arrogance of Firaun, who having power and 
authority in the land, thought he was a deity, worthy of 
beieng worshipped and obeyed, despite his knowledge 
that he is created, nurtured and dependent. He 
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misguided his people who themselves were deficient in 
intellect and also sinners in that they were happy 
pursuing lusts and pleasures, and preferring them to 
worshipping Allah (i) alone and doing righteous, 
beneficial deeds. Their intellects and emotions had 
been played with by Firaun similar to how the intellects 
of people today are played with using imaginative fairy 
tales about the origin of the universe and the origin of 
man and how they are distracted by pursuits of lusts and 
pleasures, happy and blissful in all of that and 
unconcerned about the realities that are glaringly 
obvious to their physical senses and the most basic 
reason: that they are created, made and have a purpose 
and a destination, a resurrection and an accounting and 
that there is true justice which is founded upon the 
rububiyyah of Allah and His uluhiyyah, and that this is 
the truth upon which the heavens and earth were 
created. 

2. His use of false arguments and methods, such as 
mockery of what he was hearing, making claims of 
madness against his opponent, playing with the minds 
and emotions of his audience by saying that Musa 
(sai) wants to expel them from the land, and then 
threatening Musa with imprisonment when his own 
arguments failed. And this is the nature of falsehood. 

3. Then after seeing manifest signs, he made the 
claim of magic and claimed that he could do better than 
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these signs by calling upon the magicians of his land. 
Even that did not convince him. Then after that, came 
the great signs, the plagues, and right at the very end, 
reluctantly, even though he was convinced of the truth, 
he let Bant Isra’il go. 

4. The above shows that there are some disbelievers 
who even after they see every possible sign, they simply 
will not believe. Not because they are not convinced, but 
because of arrogance, pride and the greatness they see 
in themselves and because Tawhid reduces them to 
their true status: Created beings who have to eat, sleep, 
drink and relieve themselves and are dependent upon 
the vast, interconnected systems of causes and effects 
which bring them tremendous, innumerable favours 
which they enjoy on a daily basis, making them to be the 
ones in need and the One who originated all of this and 
controls it to be al-Ghaniyy, the free of all need, al- 
Hamid, worthy of all praise. They simply cannot accept 
that there is an authority over the universe because of 
their arrogance. And in the story of Firaun there is the 
greatest of lesson in this respect. 


Abu ‘lyaad 
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Understanding “Bani Isra7l”, the “Jews”, “Judaism” and the 
Religious Sects of the Jews (7) 


The Claim of the Jews and 
Christians That They Alone are the 
Beloved of Allah 


(pba oly clio 3 pil Ye a SLully ELil Cablall G5 all seal 


Allah—the Lord of Abraham, Moses, Jesus (alli. ) 
and Muhammad (Acssiecii )—-stated: 
Sida ale Us biisi all ibs Gai aii bogil culty 
alls 2125 ya Cals tlag oh gais GR 65585 pil Uy pi 
sali ail) Leis lag gaiis ogee dls 
“But the Jews and the Christians say, ‘We are the 
sons of Allah and His beloved.’ Say, ‘Then why 
does He punish you for your sins?’ Rather, you are 
human beings from among those He has created. 


He forgives whom He wills, and He punishes whom 
He wills. And to Allah belongs the dominion of the 
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heavens and the earth and whatever is between 
them, and to Him is the [final] destination.” (5:18). 

The claim of the Jews and Christians that they are the 
beloved of Allah [to the exclusion of everyone else] is 
false and the Lord of all of humanity has rejected this by 
establishing two realities. The first is to ask the question 
as to why they [and in particular, the Jews] have been 
punished by Him—a matter that they themselves readily 
acknowledge to be the case—and the second is to 
inform them that they are like all other people, there is 
nothing special about them above and over others. That 
the same universal rules apply to them as they do to 
everyone else. Namely, that the love, mercy and 
forgiveness of Allah are attained by anyone who brings 
the means (asbab) legislated in sound revelation that 
lead to them and that no one is exempt from Allah’s ‘adl 
(justice). 


Imam al-Sa’di (5) said: “From the statements of the 
Jews and Christians is that both of them make a false 
claim through which they purify themselves [above 
everyone else]. Both of them say, ‘We are the sons of 
Allah and His beloved’. The word ‘son’ in their 
language means ‘beloved’, they did not intend actual 
sonship because this is not from the doctrine of both of 
them, it is only the doctrine of the Christians regarding 
the Messiah [Jesus (siicé)]. Since they made a claim 
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without any evidence, Allah said in response to them: 
‘Say: Then why does He punish you for your sins’. 
For if you were His beloved, He would not have 
punished you [and also because Allah only loves the 
person who abides by what pleases Him]. ‘Rather, you 
are human beings from among those He has 
created’, the same laws of justice and benevolence 
apply to you [as they apply to everyone else]. ‘He 
forgives whom He wills, and He punishes whom He 
wills’, when they bring the ways and means of 
forgiveness or punishment. ‘And to Allah belongs the 
dominion of the heavens and the earth and 
whatever is between them, and to Him is the [final] 
destination’, meaning, what issue has made you the 
specified ones for this [claimed] virtue, when you are 
from the generality of the slaves [of Allah], and from the 
generality of those who shall return to Allah in the abode 
of the hereafter wherein He will recompense you for 
your deeds [good with good, evil with evil].”' 


Imam al-Qurtubī (25) said: “They are not left except 
with two angles (choices). Either they say, ‘[Yes], He 
punishes us’ in which case it is said to them: “Thus, you 
are not His beloved because one who loves does not 
punish his beloved, and you affirm His punishment (of 
you), and this is an evidence for your lie’ ... Or they say, 


1 Taysir Karim al-Rahman (Cairo: Dar al-Hadith) p. 222. 
ISLAMMOSES.COM 


THE BANI ISRA'IL, JEWS, JUDAISM AND THEIR RELIGIOUS SECTS @ 4 


‘He does not punish us’ and thereby, they reject what is 
in their books and what their messengers came with...” 

The Jews acknowledge that they have been subject 
to the punishment of Allah throughought the ages and 
this is found repeatedly in the Tanakh (‘Old Testament’) 
wherein their punishment for falling into shirk (idolatry), 
bid‘ah (innovation), ma‘siyah (sins) is documented, by 
their own Prophets. 

Punishment for sins can also be said of other nations 
too—as this is a general principle—and hence there is 
something additional to the affair which the Quran also 
points to. This is their rejection of the Prophet 
Muhammad (Asset) after their sure knowledge and 
full conviction that he was the one mentioned in their 
books and for whom they had made a covenant with 
Allah, to follow him when he appears. Imam al-Qurtubr 
(ái) mentions that Mu‘adh bin Jabal, Sa‘d bin ‘“Ubadah 
and ‘Uqbah bin Wahb said to the learned of the Jews in 
al-Madinah, “O assembly of the Jews, fear Allah! For by 
Allah, you know full well that he is the Messenger of 
Allah because you used to mention him to us before his 
sending [as a messenger] and you would mention to us 
his characteristics [as found in your books].”° 

These Jews—who were the actual descendants of 
Bani Isra’ili—knew full well that the Messenger who 


? Refer to al-Jami‘ Li Ankam al-Qur'ān in the tafsir of al-Ma’idah (5:18). 
3 Ibid. 
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arose from the mountains of Faran (the region of 
Makkah), received revelation therein, then migrated to 
Sela‘ (a mountain in what became al-Madinah, a mile or 
so away from where the Prophet’s mosque is), was 
received with joy by the offspring of Qaydar (the 
descendants of Ismail), and would eventually be 
victorious and have with him a new hymn and law (the 
Quran) was Muhammad (ics.iccij) who was in their very 
midst. They would taunt the Pagan Arabs, saying that 
when ‘their messenger arrives, they will gain the upper 
hand over them. 

However, they disbelieved in him and violated their 
covenant with Allah which they had made through their 
Prophets who had informed them of the Messenger of 
Allah, his place of arrival and his traits and qualities. 

Thus, they will be judged on the basis of acceptance 
and rejection of the Prophets and Messengers—they 
rejected Jesus (sii) and then Muhammad (Acsalexiis )— 
and not on the basis that they are the beloved of Allah, a 
false claim that has no evidence, save a distorted 
(muharraf), altered (mubaddal), abrogated (mansukh) 
book. 
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lon Hazm! (az) on the Torah: A 
Human Authored History and Not 
Revelation from Allah 
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In Deuteronomy 34:5-6, the writer(s) of the Torah 
stated: “And Moses the servant of the LORD died there 
in Moab, as the LORD had said. He buried him in Moab, 
in the valley opposite Beth Peor, but to this day no one 
knows where his grave is. Moses was a hundred and 
twenty years old when he died, yet his eyes were not 
weak nor his strength gone. The Israelites grieved for 
Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days, until the time of 
weeping and mourning was over.” 

Ibn Hazm (d. 456H) (xz) commented: “This is at the 
end of their Torah and is its completion. This chapter is 


1 Ibn Hazm would debate the Jews of Andalus with respect to their scriptures, 
doctrines and rejection of the Prophet Muhammad (ġrat). 
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a just witness, a perfect evidence and a truthful proof 
that their Torah is altered (mubadallah) and that it is 
[simply] a [human] authored history. It was written for 
them by one who simply fabricated lies through his 
ignorance, or deliberately, through disbelief. [This is 
proof] that it is not revealed from Allah the Exalted 
because it is not possible for this chapter to be revealed 
upon Moses during his lifetime... and his saying: ‘but to 
this day no one knows where his grave is’ is a Clear, 
sufficient explanation of what we have mentioned, 
showing that it is a historical account authored after a 
very long time, definitely.” 

It is now no longer claimed that the current Torah is 
the very Torah of Moses (aix)? as it is affirmed by 
many Jews that the Torah in their hands was authored 
by Ezra and others after the original Mosaic Torah had 
been lost for many hundreds of years. It is also Known 
that additions, removals and alterations were made to 
this Torah due to social and political circumstances,and 
that the name of Moses (siicé) and his status as a 


2 Tawrat al-Yahid wal-Imām ibn Hazm al-Andalūsī (Damascus: Dar al-Qalam) 
p. 62. Refer also to Al-Fasl Fil-Milal Wal-Nihal (Beirut: Dar al-Jayl) 1/201 
onwards for Ibn Hazm’s detailed treatment of the Jews and their Torah. 

3 This is the statement of the author of “Tawrat al-Yahid wal-lmam ibn Hazm 
al-Andalus?’ who says that the saying that the Torah in the hands of the Jews is 
the very one that was written by Moses has been “completely abandoned” 
today. However, some Jews may remain holding the view that today’s Torah is 
identical to that of Moses, upon the belief that Ezra, the Scribe, was granted 
success in faithfully reproducing it after it had been lost. 
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Messenger of Allah was used as a cover to justify things 
he did not say or sanction. 

Analysis of internal evidence provides indisputable 
evidence that this Torah is simply a compilation of 
narrations, stories and rulings which were current 
among the Jews around the 6th century BC and that 
they were gathered from a variety of sources and then 
compiled into one book. Moses (acis) is far removed 
from what they have in their hands—even if it contains 
parts of the original, authentic Torah. From the evidence 
is that the alleged statements of Allah (js) and of 
Moses (xaxk) are always cited in the third person, 
indicating that they are neither the words of Allah (ij), 
nor the words of Moses (xaix£). Also, the mention of 
place names about which it is known that they never 
existed except a long time after Moses (aixi). 

It is not possible for any Jew, layman or scholar, to 
argue that the Torah in their hands is the actual Torah of 
Moses (Sisk). As such, they cannot make any claims 
on the basis of what is merely the authorship of men a 
thousand years after Moses (Sisk) and in which there 
are things fabricated, distorted, altered or removed. 

After Islam, when the Jews saw the sciences of the 
Muslims and their chains of narration (isnad) for the 
Quran and for the Prophetic traditions, they tried to 
claim that they too have chains of narration, but these 
are lies and empty claims, they have nothing of the sort 
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empirical evidence. 
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The scholar of al-Andalis, Ibn Hazm (d. 456H) (áis) 
describes how the Torah became corrupted in his work 
al-Fasl Fil-Milal wal-Nihal. 

One must understand the history of recurring 
disbelief and idolatry that Bani Israil fell into in order 
to appreciate how it is impossible for them to have in 
their hands, the original Torah of Misa (ste). This is a 
summary of the chapter in question:’ 


1 All of these details are extracted from the Torah itself. 
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After Musa (ste), Yusha‘ Joshua] (state) took over 
the affairs of Bani Isral, and he was accompanied by al- 
‘Azar bin Hārūn (ste). He possessed the Torah and 
ruled over them for 31 years after the death of Misa. 
After Yasha‘ (sie), Finhas, grandson of Hārūn and the 
greatest Kauhun (Cohenite) ruled over them for 25 
years. He possessed the Torah during this time, and this 
rule was an upright one with adherence to the religion. 
After him, the Bani Isra’il fell into disbelief (kufr) and 
they all apostatized, openly worshipping idols. Their 
ruler was the King of Str and Sayda for 8 years, and all 
of this rule was upon disbelief. Then ‘Ethnayal bin 
Qanar ruled over them for 40 years upon faith. When he 
died all the Bani Isra’7l apostatized, and openly worship 
idols. They were ruled over by Eghliin, the King of the 
Bani Moab for 18 years upon this disbelief. 

Then Ahwadh bin Qar ruled over them, it is said he 
was from the tribe of Efrayim and also that he was from 
the tribe of Binyamin. It is said he ruled 80 years and 
also that he ruled for 55 years. He ruled over them with 
faith until he died. Then Sam‘an bin Ghath ruled over 
them for 25 years upon faith. After he died, all of the 
Bani Israil fell into disbelief and openly worshipped 
idols. They were ruled over by Marash the Canaanite for 
20 years upon this disbelief. Then Dabur, from the tribe 
of Judah ruled over them, her husband was a man called 
al-Sadiith from the tribe of Efrayim. She ruled for 40 
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years upon faith. After her all of Bani Isra‘il fell into 
kufr, apostatized and openly worshipped idols. They 
were ruled over by ‘Awzib and Zab, the King of Bani 
Madyan for 7 years upon this disbelief. 

Then Jidūn bin Yt’ash from the tribe of Efrayim, and 
it is said from the tribe of Menassa, ruled over them. He 
ruled them upon faith for 40 years. After he died, his 
son Abū Malik took over and he was a vile sinner. All of 
Bani Israil apostatized in his rule and they openly 
worshipped idols. After them Maulu’ bin Qawa ruled 
over them, and it is not clear whether it was upon faith 
or disbelief, for 25 years. After he died, Bānīn bin Jal‘ad 
ruled over them for 22 years upon faith until he died. 
He had 32 sons and it is said each of them ruled over a 
city from their cities. After the death of Banin however, 
all of Bani Israil apostatized, openly worshipping idols. 
They were ruled over by the king of Bani ‘Amin for 8 
years whilst they remained upon disbelief. Then Hayla’, 
a man from the tribe of Menassa ruled over them, and 
they are not sure whether he was born out of wedlock, 
but he was a vile sinner, a tyrant and murderer. He 
ruled them for 6 years. After he died a man called Afsan 
ruled over them, from the tribe of Judah. He ruled for 6 
or 7 years and it appears he was upright. After him was 
‘Aylin for 10 years, and then after him ‘Abdin bin Hilal 
for 8 years. After him the Bani Israil apostatized once 
more, they disbelieved and worshipped idols openly. 
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The Canaanites ruled over them for 40 years upon this 
disbelief. 

Then Shamsin bin Manth from the tribe of Dan ruled 
over them, and he was also described by them as a 
sinner and follower of adulteresses. He ruled them for 
20 years. After he died, the Bant Isra‘il ruled over each 
other for a period of 40 yearsr without a united ruler. 

Afterr this a Hartini Kawhun (Cohenite) ruled over 
them for 20 years until he died. After him came 
Shamwil (Samuel) bin Fatan, from the tribe of Efrayim, 
he ruled for 20 years. It is said that he had two sons 
that were oppressive to the people and they asked 
Shamwil to appoint a king for them. So Shawil (Saul) al- 
Dabagh bin Qaysh, from the tribe of Binyamin 
(Benjamin)—and he is known as Talit—ruled over them 
for 20 years. However, they [the compilers and writers 
of the Torah who came afterwards] described him with 
prophethood as well as oppression, disobedience, sin 
and murder. They accused him of killing 82 men from 
the offspring of Hārūn (Aaron) as well as their wives 
and children for the crime of feeding Dawid (David) 
(sia) some bread! 

After presenting this history, Ibn Hazm states: 

“Know that from the time they entered the Sacred 
Land following the death of Musa (ste) to the 
leadership of their first king which is the 
aforementioned Shawil (Saul), there are seven 
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apostacies in which they separated from faith and 
worshipped idols. They remained upon the first for 8 
years, the second for 18 years, the third for 20 years, 
the fourth for seven years, the fifth for 3 years or more, 
the sixth for 18 years and the seventh for 40 years. So 
reflect! Which book can remain alongside wallowing in 
disbelief (kufr), and rejection of faith for these lengthy 
periods in such a small land whose distance is but only 
three days [journey]. And there was no one else upon 
the face of the earth [at that time] who was upon their 
religion and upon the following of their book.”’ 


CR 


The point that should not be missed here is that 
between Misa and Harin (sicze) and becoming a 
united kingdom in the era of King (Saul), which is a 
period of around 5 centuries, Bani Israil, wholesale, fell 
into seven apostacies and periods of idol-worship. It is 
also related how they lusted after the women of other 
nations, married into them and adopted the idolatry 
and customs of those nations. 

The first generation after Musa (ste) were upon 
Tawhid and piety (they are the “Righteous Salaf” of that 
era). However, after them, the affair of Bant Israi7l 
deteriorated, upon faith one time, then kufr and shirk 


* Al-Fasl Fil-Milal Wal-Nihal (Beirut: Dar al-Jayl) 1/287-290. 
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another time, recurringly, for the centuries that 
followed until the era of Dawid and Sulayman (saik) 
who revived Tawhid. Given this, how can a revealed 
book remain intact when it passes through people of 
kufr, shirk and riddah! It is no wonder that lies and 
fabrications against prophets such as Dawid and 
Sulayman (aik) entered into the distorted, altered, 
fabricated Torah that was compiled and put to writing 
centuries later. This is because grievances, lusts and 
desires (with personal, tribal, social, economic and 
political motivations) influenced the writing of this 
Torah. 

As such, since we do not have any connected chain in 
which there are ‘udul (honest, trustworthy) and precise 
narrators, and the transmission of the text must involve 
sinners and liars, let alone disbelievers, polytheists and 
apostates among Bant Isra‘l, and there are no original 
manuscripts (i.e. from Musa or the generation after him) 
it is not possible to claim that the original Torah of 
Misa (ati) is in the hands of the Jews today and nor 
that it was in their hands in the time of Ezra 2000 years 
ago in the 6th century BC. 
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The scholar of al-Andalis, Ibn Hazm (d. 456H) (áis) 
describes how the Torah became corrupted in his work 
al-Fasl Fil-Milal wal-Nihal. Part 1 covered the period after 
Musa (ate) to Shawil (Saul) and indicated occurrences 
of wholesale apostacy seven times, collectively lasting 
for over a 100 years. In this article we cover the period 
of the separation of the Kingdom of Bani Isra7l after the 
Prophet Sulayman (sań). 

So after Saul, Dawid (six) reigned for forty years, 
and then after him Sulayman (sie), also for forty 
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years. Both of these prophets have been lied upon by 
the poisonous pen of the scribes who compiled and put 
the Torah into writing hundreds of years later. After 
Sulayman—roughly around 900 BC—the Bani Isra'll split 
into two kingdoms, with two of the tribes (Judah and 
Benjamin) in one and the other ten tribes in the other. 
Judah and Benjamin followed followed Rahba‘am, son 
of Sulayman who ruled for 17 years. The Torah states 
that he openly announced disbelief for the duration of 
his rule. He, his soldiers and subjects openly 
worshipped idols. During his time the king of Egypt 
made a raid with 15,000 soldiers, taking over the fort, 
the city and the temple and taking everything in it. He 
returned back to Egypt whilst Rahba‘am had fled. 

After Rahba‘am died upon disbelief he was succeeded 

by the following: 

1. His son Abya who ruled for 6 years, also upon 
disbelief and open idol-worship. 

2. Then Asha bin Abya, he was a believer, he 
destroyed the idols and proclaimed faith. He ruled 
for 41 years upon faith. 

3. After him, his son Yahushafat ruled for 25 years 
also upon faith. 

4, After him, his son Yahuram,, it is said he was 
inclined to idol worship. He ruled for 8 years. 

5. After him, his son Ahzayaht rule for 6 years. He 
openly proclaimed disbelief and imposed idol- 
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worship upon his subjects. He was eventually 
killed. 

. His mother, ‘Ethliyaht, took over the rule, and she 
wallowed even more greatly in disbelief and idol- 
worship. She also killed children and ordered 
fornication to take place at Bayt al-Maqdis (Sacred 
House). She ruled for 6 years before she was killed. 
. Her grandson then took over, Ya’ash. He ruled for 
40 years and also announced disbelief and the 
worship of idols. He killed the Prophet Zechariah 
by pelting him with rocks. He was killed by his 
servant. 

. His son, Amsayaht then took over. He ruled for 29 
years and he too openly proclaimed disbelief and 
idol-worship until he was killed. During his reign 
the kingdom of the ten tribes raided the Bayt al- 
Maqdis (Sacred House) twice and took everything 
in it. 

. After him came his son, Azyahi who ruled for 52 
years. He openly proclaimed disbelief and the 
worship of idols. He kill the Prophet ‘Amis (Amos) 
al-Dāwūdī. 


10. After him came his son, Yūthām he ruled for 16 


years and not much has come by way of his 
biography. 
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11. After Yūthām died, his son Ahaz took over. He 
also openly proclaimed disbelief and idol-worship 
and ruled for 16 years until he died. 

12. His son, Hazeqiya, took over. He proclaimed faith, 
destroyed the places of idol-worship and killed its 
keepers and servants. He remained upon faith till 
he died and ruled for 29 years. 

13. After Hazeqiya, his son Menassa took over and in 
the third year of his 55 year rule he announced 
disbelief, built places of idol-worship and both he 
and all of his subjects engaged in idol-worship. He 
killed the Prophet Sha‘ya. It is said he placed a saw 
on his head and cut him into two pieces (after he 
refused to disbelieve) and it is also he said he 
killed him with rocks and burning with fire. 


After recounting these details, Ibn Hazm remarked: 

“So say, O gathering of listeners, a land in which idol- 

worship is openly proclaimed, for which temples are 

built and in which prophets found there are killed, how 

can the Book of Allah remain safe (from corruption) 

therein? How can this be possible?”’ 

Then Ibn Hazm continues: 

14. After Menassa died, his son "Amin took over and 
he ruled for a number of years upon disbelief and 
idol-worship before he died. 


+ Al-Fasl Fil-Milal Wal-Nihal (Beirut: Dar al-Jayl) 1/293. 
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15. Then his son, Yushiya, took over and in the third 
year of his rule, he proclaimed faith. He destroyed 
the idols and the temples and killed their keepers. 
He remained uopn faith until he was killed by the 
king of Misr. During his reign, the Prophet Irmiya 
took the ark and hid it in a place where no one 
could find it, due to his fear about the affair of his 
people. 

16. His son, Yahūyāhūz, took over after him. He only 
ruled for three months after which he was taken 
captive by the king of Misr. He proclaimed 
disbelief and took the Torah from its keeper, the 
Hārūnī Kahin (Aaronic Cohenite)’, and spread 
whatever names of Allah he could find within it. 

17. His brother, Yahtiyagim, took over and he also 
pronounced disbelief. He and all of his subjects 
built places of idol-worship and cut off all ties to 
religion. He also took the Torah the Harini Kahin 
and burned it and cut off any trace of it (for the 
future). His rule lasted for 11 years before he died. 

18. In his place came Yahtyakin, his son, and he was 
also established upon disbelieif. He announced the 
worship of idols. He only lasted three months after 
which Bukhtanassir (Nebuchadnezzar) took him 
captive. 


* This is the priest entrusted with keeping custody of the Torah. 
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19. After him, his uncle, Matniya, took over and he 
remained upon disbelief and openly proclaimed 
idol-worship, as did all of his kingdom. His rule 
was for 11 years. Bukhtanassir took him captive, 
destroyed Bayt al-Maqdis and the entire city and 
cut off all of Bani Israil, emptying their land of 
them and took them captive to Babylon. And 
Matniya was the last of the kings of Bani Isra‘1l 
from the offspring of Sulayman (atx). 


After this, Ibn Hazm states: 

“This is the description of the kings from the 
offspring of Sulayman bin Dawid (saike). So you 
should now know that the Torah, from the start of their 
kingdom (from Saul) to its expiration, was never in the 
custody of anyone except the grand Aaronic Cohenite in 
the temple alone. And it is apparent with certainty that 
the length of the kingdom of the tribe of Yahiida and 
Binyamin (Judah and Benjamin)—after the death of 
Sulayman (atziixe )—was just short of 400 years. [Keeping 
in mind] the differences within their books with respect 
to the number of years, and we have already stated that 
these books are inserted and corrupted. 

So these two tribes were ruled for this period by 19 
from the offspring of Sulayman (xais), and also by a 
woman, making it 20 in total. We have just named them 
all. They were disbelievers, openly proclaiming the 
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worship of idols, save five of them who were believers, 
and no more than this number... and so disbelief and 
idol-worship was proliferated among them, from the 
first of them to the last of them. So which book and 
which religion can remain alongside all of this? ... And 
among them were those who burned the Torah and cut 
off any trace of it. And after them, we do not find 
among them except disbelief and killing of the Prophets 
until their affair was ended by the raid of Bukhtanassir 
and all of them were taken captive. The temple (Bayt al- 
Maqdis) was destroyed... and the Torah was not found 
with anyone except inside of it, and nothing of it was 
left.” 
CR 


From what has preceded it is clear that the Kingdom of 
Yahidah (Judah) was ruled by 20 rulers after Sulayman 
(stale) for just short of 400 years and the majority of 
them were apostates and raw idol-worshippers, with 
only five remaining upon faith and tawhid. This 
disbelief (kufr) and idolatry (shirk) spread among them. 
In this period, Bayt al-Maqdis and the city of Jerusalem 
was raided and emptied twice. This disbelief intensified 
in the era of Menassa. Thereafter, Bukhtunassir of 
Babylon made a series of raids against Jerusalem, killing 


> Refer to Tawrat al-Yahid wal-Imam ibn Hazm al-Andalūsī (Damascus: 
Dar al-Qalam) p. 120. 
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and taking captives each time, until he raided it one last 
time between 587-586 BC destroying everything and 
taking all of its inhabitants in chains, leaving only the 
poorest among them and the weak elderly. This was the 
first destruction of the temple. This event led to the loss 
of the Torah and all of the rest of their books. The Torah 
became forgotten because the Babylonian king killed all 
the Aaronite Cohenites—keepers of the Torah—in one 
go and only they knew the Torah.’ 

Given all of this, it is not possible for the Jews to claim 
that they have “the Torah written by Moses (siaixé)” in 
their possession, as these historical events which are 
recounted by them in the distorted, altered, doctored 
Torah they have with them, make it impossible to 
sustain such a claim. 

As such any and all claims (religious, social, political) 
made on the basis of such a text are null and void, save 
whatever is confirmed by subsequent, sound, preserved 
revelation. Hence, it was not possible for the Jews—as 
they became known popularly from around the 6th 
century BC—to return to the religion of Misa (aisi) 
except through ‘Isa (Jesus) (ste) who was sent to save 
and guide them because they as a nation had become 
lost and misguided. 

The Qur’an rehearses to Bani Israil, this history of 
theirs: 


* See Tawrat al-Yahid p. 121. 
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MUS Ý Ged Ü aa ik gl Ai ab os ie Wl 
“And [We cursed them] for their breaking of the 
covenant and their disbelief in the signs of Allah and 
their killing of the prophets without right and their 
saying, ‘Our hearts are wrapped’. Rather, Allah has 
sealed them because of their disbelief, so they believe 


not, except for a few.” (4:155). 

And also: 
ot RKÍ sia Hind agoi Uses peal pte ai LS 
JG Y, jogs isl le gules IGS Wy ay 19353 les thas iphis arly 

inal don) allt É) hiala aie Cable pita 

“So for their breaking of the covenant We cursed 
them and made their hearts hard. They distort words 
from their [proper] usages and have forgotten a portion 
of that of which they were reminded. And you will still 
observe deceit among them, except a few of them. But 
pardon them and overlook [their misdeeds]. Indeed, 
Allah loves the doers of good.” (5:13). 

This concludes the discussion of the first of the two 
kingdoms of Bani Israil. In the next article we will look 
at the state and condition of the other kingdom of the 
ten tribes that broke off from Judah and Benjamin. 


Abu ‘Iyaad 
16 Muharram 1440 / 26 September 2018 v1.01 
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The scholar of al-Andalis, Ibn Hazm (d. 456H) (áis) 
describes how the Torah became corrupted in his work 
al-Fasl Fil-Milal wal-Nihal. Part 1 covered the period after 
Musa (ate) to Shawil (Saul) and indicated occurrences 
of wholesale apostacy seven times, collectively lasting 
for over a 100 years. Part 2 covered the Kingdom of 
Judah for the 400 year period it lasted and it was replete 
with disbelief, apostasy and idol-worship. In this part, 
we look at the kingdom of the other ten tribes, whose 
situation was far worse than even that of Judah. 
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Ibn Hazm summarises the history of this kingdom:' 

“As for the kings of the ten tribes, there was never a 
believer among them, not even one. All of them were 
open proclaimers of idol-worship who instilled fear into 
the prophets sent to them and they would prohibit 
anyone from going to Bayt al-Maqdis. There was no 
prophet among them except that he was killed or fled 
out of fear.” 

He then goes on to list their kings as follows: 


1. The first of them was Yarba‘am bin Nabat of the 
tribe of Efrayim. He ruled them after the death of 
Sulayman (six). He made two calf idols made of 
gold for them and told them, “these are the gods 
that delivered you from Egypt”. He built temples 
for them and appointed keepers for them. He and 
his kingdom worshipped them, and he prohibited 
them from travelling to Bayt al-Maqdis. He ruled 
them for 14 years before he died. 

2. His son Nadab took rule after him upon the same 
disbelief (kufr) for two years before he and all his 
household were killed. 

3. Then Ba‘sha bin Ila from the tribe of Yasakhir took 
over, and reigned for 24 years upon idol-worship. 


‘Refer to al-Fasl Fil-Milal wal-Nihal (Beirut: Dar al-Jayl) 1/294 onwards. 
? Refer to al-Fasl Fil-Milal (Beirut: Dar al-Jayl) 1/297 onwards. 
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. Then his son Ta ruled upon disbelief and idol- 
worship for 2 years until he was killed along with 
all his family by a man called Zamri who was from 
the leaders of his rule. 

. Then Zamri ruled for just seven days before he was 
killed and his house burned on top of him. 

. Then the rule became divided between two men, 
Tabna bin Jaynah and ‘Amri. They remained upon 
this for 12 years. Tabna died and ‘Amrit became 
sole ruler. He then remained for another eight 
years upon disbelief and idol-worship until he 
died. 

. After him, Ahab bin ‘Amrit became leader and he 
was most severe upon disbelief and idol-worship. 
He ruled for 21 years. The Prophet Ilyas (sixe)— 
mentioned in the Quran (37:123)—was present 
during his reign. He had to flee for his life from the 
ruler and his wife, Sayda, who both sought to kill 
him. 

. After him was his son, Ahziya, also upon disbelief 
and idol-worship. He ruled for three years and 
then died. 

. Then his brother, Yahūrām took over, also upon 
disbelief and idol-worship. He ruled for 12 years 
until he and all his family were killed. During his 
reign, the Prophet al-Yasa‘ (sie )—mentioned in 
the Qur’an (6:86, 38:48)—was present. 
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10. After him, Baha bin Namsha, from the tibe of 
Menassa, took power, and he was least in his 
disbelief. He destroyed the temple of idolatry and 
killed its keepers. However, he did not put an end 
to idolatry in totality, but left his people alone to 
practice it. He never proclaimed faith, and ruled 
for 28 years before he died. 

11. After him came Yahiiyahaz bin Yaht who ruled 
for 17 years. He built houses for idols and both he 
and his subjects proclaimed worship of them until 
he died. In their books it is mentioned that the 
kingdom of the ten tribes became weak during his 
rule. They were left with only a small army 
because the king of Dimashq had fought against 
them and killed them. 

12. His son Yawash took rule after him for 16 years, 
and he was upon more severe disbelief than his 
father. He is the one who raided Bayt al-Maqdis 
and the temple and took everything that was in it. 
He caused the ruler of the Kingdom of Judah to 
flee. 

13. After him came his son, Yarab‘am. He ruled for 45 
years upon disbelief and idol-worship similar to 
that of his father. He also raided Bayt al-Maqdis, 
causing the then ruler of Judah to flee. 
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14. Then his son, Zakhariya ruled for six months upon 
dsibelief and idol-worship until he and all his 
family were killed. 

15. After him, Shalim bin Namis took power, he was 
from the tribe of Naftali. He only ruled for one 
month upon disbelief and idol-worship. 

16. After him Mayakhim bin Qara from the tribe of 
Yasakhir took power for 20 years upon disbelief 
and idol-worship before dying. 

17. Then his son Mahya took power for 2 years upon 
disbelief and idol-worship before he and all his 
family were killed. 

18. In his place Faqh bin Ramalya from the tribe of 
Dan, took power. He ruled for 28 years upon 
disbelief and idol-worship. During his reign, a king 
of the Arabian peninsula exiled the tribe of Rabin 
and Jad and half the tribe of Menassa from their 
land and took them to his own land. And in turn, 
he put some of his own people in their land. The 
small remnants of the Bani Israil that remained 
married into these people who were exported to 
their land and so they adopted their religion. 

19. Then Hisaya’ bin ’Ayla, from the tribe of Dan, took 
power upon disbelief and idol-worship for a period 
of 7 years, until the king of Mosul (in ‘Iraq today) 
took him and nine of the tribes, as well as half of 
the tribe of Menassa as captives. He took them to 
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his own land and made people from his land to 
take up residence in theirs. These are the ones 
who later became known as “Samaritans”, with 
doctrines at variance with those of the “Judeans”. 


Ibn Hazm then remarks: “The remnants of those who 
were transferred [back] from ‘Amid and the peninsula 
to the land of Bani Isra’ill—[meaning the Samaritans]— 
are the ones who reject the Torah [that is with the 
Jews], and they have another Torah besides the one that 
is with the Jews. They do not believe in any prophet 
after Musa (stake), and they do not speak of the 
excellence of Bayt al-Maqdis. They do not acknowledge 
it and say that the sacred city is Nablus. However, the 
affair of their Torah is weaker than the Torah of [those 
Jews] because they do not return [the source of their 
Torah] to any prophet... but their leaders devised it for 
them. For it has become established with certainty that 
—after the time of Sulayman (siz), for a period of 271 
consecutive years— faith never manifested in the tribes 
of Bant Isra'1l, not for a single day or more, save Yahūdā 
and Binyamin (Judah and Benjamin) and whoever was 
among them from the offspring of Hartin (Aaron). They 
were but idol-worshippers. There was no prophet 
among them except that he feared for his life. The 
Torah had no mention among them, and they did not 
have any of its legislations. All of their kings and their 
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common-folk remained upon that, and they were 
twenty kingships. We have mentioned them all, until 
they entered into other nations and adopted the 
religion of the Sabeans. Then their name and their 
tradition got cut off thereafter such that no person 
among them could be known any more. And it is also 
established with certainty that the tribes of Yahūdā and 
Binyamin ruled for 400 years minus some years...” 
Then Ibn Hazm mentions again the recurring kufr 
(disbelief) and shirk (idolatry) that took place for most 
of the rule of the kingdom of Judah, saying: “And we 
have mentioned all of them, they were disbelievers, 
openly proclaiming idol-worship, save five among them 
who were believers, and no more.” 

Then Ibn Hazm mentions how disbelief and idol- 
worship spread among all of the Bani Isra‘il, in both 
kingdoms, that of Judah and that of the ten tribes, 
which was known as the kingdom of Israill, or Samaria. 


CR 


From what has preceded, it is clear that after Yarba‘am 
took power following the death of Sulayman (si) and 
ruled over the ten tribes in the “Kingdom of Isra’1l”, he 
became an apostate, and the rest of the ten tribes 


became apostates after him as well due to worshipping 


? Refer to al-Fasl Fil-Milal (Beirut: Dar al-Jayl) 1/297 onwards. 
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idols. They remained upon this for the duration of 
twenty of their rulers. Whenever any prophet appeared 
among them, they would expel him from their land or 
kill him. As for the Kahanah (Cohens), they emigrated 
to the Kingdom of Judah. This situation continued for 
271 years until Allah unleashed the Assyrians upon 
them. So their king expelled them from their land, 
taking them to Babylon and split them all up in his land. 
None were left in their kingdom—known as Samirah, or 
Samaria—except a small band of the weak ones. The 
Assyrian king made some of his own people, idol- 
worshippers, to live and intermarry with them until 
they became merged and disappeared into that nation. 
So from the time of Yarba’am until the ten tribes were 
either exhiled or diluted through intermarriage with 
idolators, they had no concern with the Torah at all. 
This affair is alluded to in II Chronicles 15:3, wherein it 
states: “For a long time Israel was without the true God, 
without a priest to teach and without the law.” 

As for the Kingdom of Judah, that was discussed in 
Part 2, then only five of their twenty kings were upon 
faith, the rest were idolators and disbelievers whose 
subjects followed them in that disbelief. So both of the 
kingdoms of Bant Israil fell after this history of theirs, 
which is replete with kufr, shirk and fisq. 

When this is the case, then it can be stated with 
certainty that the Torah, having passed through all of 
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these circumstances and events, has been subject to 
loss, alteration, and distortion. Even the Cohenites— 
who are supposed to be the custodians and keepers of 
the Torah—were not freee of disbelief, sin and idol- 
worship, because it is related that they served idols too, 
along with those from the tribe of Lawi (Levi). ° 

Thus, no trust can be placed in the Torah that was 
kept in the custody of such people. To put things into 
perspective, just imagine if the Muslim nation, if its 
history for the first 800 years was one of wholesale kufr, 
shirk and apostasy and wallowing in the idolatry of the 
nations, and if the Qur’an was carried and transmitted 
through the likes of such people, do you think that 
those who came after could or would place trust in it? 
But Allah guaranteed protection of His Final Word, He 
made it easy to remember and made its preservation 
through memorisation and sound transmission, and 
this is a whole subject area in itself, which when 
studied, will lead a person to conclude that indeed the 
Qur'an was revealed, preserved and transmitted under 
the watch and safeguard of Allah («). If every print 
and electronic copy of the Qur'an was erased in an 
instant, the Muslims would have it written down from 
memory—with or without collaboration—and have 
millions of identical copies in no time! Further, the 


? Refer to Tawrat al-Yahid wal-Imam ibn Hazm al-Andalist (Damascus: 
Dar al-Qalam) p. 131/132. 
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Qur'an is the only book that is memorised completely 
by people of many different tongues who do not even 
speak its language, that of Arabic. Any Jew or Christian 
who objectively compares the history of how the Torah, 
Gospels and the Qur’an were preserved and transmitted 
will have no choice—if he is sincere and truthful—to 
affirm that the Qur’an is revelation from Allah, because 
whatever evidences he brings to claim his book is 
revelation, then those same evidences will apply to the 
Qur'an to a much greater degree. 

Finally, we can repeat what we said previously: 

Any and all claims (religious, social, political) made 
on the basis of such a text [the Torah in the hands of 
the Jews] are null and void, save whatever is confirmed 
by subsequent, sound, preserved revelation. Hence, it 
was not possible for the Jews—as they became known 
popularly from around the 6th century BC—to return to 
the religion of Misa (ate) except through ‘Isa (Jesus) 
(stale) who was sent to save and guide them because 
they as a nation had become lost and misguided. These 
Jews began to claim an “Oral Law” was also revealed to 
Moses (ata), which comprises of the sayings and 
opinions of their rabbis, and this became the Talmid. In 
reality, this was a mechanism of tahrif (distortion) and 
tabdil (alteration) of the law, and Isa (Jesus) (sie) was 
sent to invalidate this alteration and restore the purity 
of the law. 
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The Qur'an rehearses to Bani Israil, this history of 
their ancestors: 
aedis GS iiy T alib AUT col paié aiia oai Led 
als Ñj giak A pay Lale aD gab os Cali ii 
“And [they were cursed] for their breaking of the 
covenant and their disbelief in the signs of Allāh and 
their killing of the prophets without right and their 
saying, ‘Our hearts are wrapped’. Rather, Allāh has 
sealed them because of their disbelief, so they believe 
not, except for a few.” (4:155). 
And also: 
ot ARI Gries Hud peli Chass pel wiis padi a 
nakl don} aT É) hota aie Cable aia 
“So for their breaking of the covenant We cursed 
them and made their hearts hard. They distort words 
from their [proper] usages and have forgotten a portion 
of that of which they were reminded. And you will still 
observe deceit among them, except a few of them. But 
pardon them and overlook [their misdeeds]. Indeed, 
Allah loves the doers of good.” (5:13). 
This concludes the discussion of the second kingdom 
of Bant Isra'll. 
Both their kingdoms fell in accordance with Divne 
law and justice, and they were exiled. The land of 
Palestine became empty of them, save a small number 
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who disappeared through intermarriage and adoption 
of the religion of the polytheists. 

Whilst the Judeans were exiled in Babylon, their 
desire to return to their land increased. However, they 
[the few generations that remained there for 70 years] 
had acquired and picked up influences from their time 
in Babylon, including the practice of magic. We will take 
this affair up in the next part in this series insha Allah. 


Abu ‘Iyaad 
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The scholar of al-Andalis, Ibn Hazm (d. 456H) (áis) 
describes how the Torah became corrupted in his work 
al-Fasl Fil-Milal wal-Nihal. In the first three parts in this 
series based upon this work, we covered the 500 year 
period from the time the Torah was revealed to Misa 
(sia) until the Bani Israil became united under their 
own kingdom. This was a period that witnessed seven 
wholesale apostacies, with disbelief, idol-worship, and 
following the ways of the nations. Then after the era of 
Dawid and Sulayman (aix), the Bani Isra’il split into 
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two kingdoms due to differences that arose between 
them. As for the Kingdom of Judah and Benjamin, in a 
400 year period, all but 5 of 20 of their kings fell into 
disbelief, apostacy and idol-worship before their 
kingdom was sacked and they were taken captive to 
Babylon.’ Their small kingdom was also raided a 
number of times prior to this by the Assyrians a few 
times and then by the Egyptians and whatever was in 
their temple was taken. As for the Kingdom of Israel 
(Samaria)—that of the remaining ten tribes—then they 
lost faith altogether and not a single one of their rulers 
was upon Tawhid over a 271 year period. Rather, they— 
rulers and subjects—proclaimed idolatry and did not 
abide by the law because they did not possess it. They 
were eventually taken captive by the ruler of Mosul. 

As for the prophets that were sent to the Bani Israil 
in this period to call Bani Israil back to Tawhid, piety 
and observance, they were ignored, and some feared for 
themselves and either fled or were killed. 

This raises the obvious question as to how can 
revelation have remained intact among a nation with a 
history such as this. Somewhere within in this period of 
wholesale apostacy, idolatry, sinfulness and utter 
neglect of the religion, the Torah of Misa (sue) was 
lost. We know from the Qur’an that Mūsā (stax) was 


‘There were three types of Judaeans after this, a) Those who went to 
Babylon, b) those who went to Egypt, and c) those who remained in 
Judea, as not all of them were taken captive. 
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given tablets (7:154, alwah) and also had scrolls (87:19, 
suhuf). And we find that beyond a certain point in time 
in the authorship of their scripture, the mention of 
these tablets and scrolls is no longer found, and that is 
because they were lost. 

In this fourth part of the series we discuss the 
circumstances in which the “Torah” came about, that 
which is in the hands of the Jews today. It was written 
by Ezra (d. 440 BC) and others during and after the 
Babylonian captivity in the 6th and 5th centuries BC 
and evolved over the next couple of centuries. The 
political and social circumstances are highlighted in 
this article so as to provide a context for the 
environment in which the new Torah came about. 


CR 


So we are now in the setting of Assyria and Babylon, the 
empires of the day, and the Bani Israil (of both 
kingdoms) spent periods of time in exile after a history 
of reneging on Islam, Tawhid, the law, wallowing in 
kufr (disbelief) and shirk (polytheism) and being 
punished by the sacking of their kingdoms and having 
been taken captive. As for the Kingdom of the Ten 
Tribes (Northern, or Samaria), then they were sacked 
much earlier—between 740 and 720 BC—and dispersed 
to various places in the Assyrian empire, their rule only 
lasting for 271 years. As for the Kingdom of Judah, then 
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they were sacked in 586 BC after a 400 year rule, and 
were taken to Babylon. Whilst in exile, the two parties, 
Judeans and Samarians, developed a longing to return 
back to the land they inhabited. They also picked up 
many influences in this melting pot of civilisation they 
found themselves in. They mixed with the Babylonians, 
married into them, acquired their culture, and even 
worshipped their gods, and picked up new ideas that 
they never had before. 

Also, they would have come across the histories and 
stories circulating among the nations containing details 
of Nuh (si) and the flood for example and other 
affairs, which would have found their way into the 
Torah they wrote. Since we do not have the original 
tablets and scrolls and there is no connected chain of 
upright, trustworthy narrators between Misa and those 
who became known as “Jews” or “Samaritans” a 
thousand years later, then we do not know how much 
has been added of details, stories and embellishments to 
what are definitely some remnants of the original Torah 
in its teachings and laws. 

Likewise, they picked up numerology, astrology and 
magic as well as the tajsim and tashbih of the 
polytheists and idolators who would represent their 
gods as men, with human features and qualities.” Upon 


* During this time of exile and return, there were some Prophets 

raised among them, such as Daniyal and Hazaqyal who would call 

them to Allah and to abandon the ways and customs of the nations so 
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analysis, these influences are manifest in the altered 
Torah in the hands of the Jews today, and in the “Oral 
Law” whose existence—from the time of Misa (static )— 
they began to claim thereafter, and which later became 
known as the Talmūd. Likewise, they learned from this 
higher civilisation how to organise and manage society, 
and so their leaders saw how—to their own benefit— 
they could organise and manage the Jews and Israelites 
beneath them, as other nations managed their people. 
One can now start to envisage the emergence of the 
reconstructed Torah with these types of influences and 
appreciate the nature of much of its content, as well as 
its horrendous portrayal of many of the Prophets and 
Messengers.’ We will discover the crafting of a new 
religion based not on Islam and Tawhid and the 
obligation of taking this to the idolatrous nations with 
dawah and jihad—which is what Misa, Hārūn and 
Joshua (X44) were commanded with and performed 


as not to be drawn towards their shirk (idolatory). Hazaqyal had 
already prophesied the fall of Jerusalemn to them and then he 
witnessed this prophecy taking place and himself spent time in exile. 

> These portrayals came through the hands and poisoned pens of 
disbelievers and apostates and not of people of Islam (submission), 
Iman (faith) and Tawhid (monotheism). It is clear that there were 
many hands involved in the evolution of what became known as the 
Torah from the 6th to the 3rd century BC. This is not far-fetched 
when you consider the history of Bani Israil that we have discussed in 
previous parts in this series. Despite the attempts of individuals 
among them to reform their condition, the affair of Bani Isra’7il was 
already lost and hence, the sending of ‘Isa (lalate) to guide them. 
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dutifully—but rather, based on a mixture of longing for 
a land, tribalism, and chosenness, with some remnants 
of monotheism, though even that is polluted. Thus, 
Allah, the Lord of Ibrahim, Ishaq, Ya‘qib and his twelve 
sons (sii.<¢) is turned into more of a fiery, war-loving 
tribal god, depicted with human qualities, for a chosen 
people to whom He allegedly promised a land whose 
borders happened to coincide with the borders of the 
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The Assyrian and Babylonian empires. 

The doctrine asserts that if they keep the law, they 
are promised this land, a “Geater Israel”—one much 
greater and expansive than the tiny one in which they 
were unable to remain upon Tawhid and uprightness, 
not even for a straight fifty years. Likewise, that they 
will acquire domination over the nations should they 
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keep the law, because Allah will send them a Messiah 
who will lead them. As such, ethnicity, a promised land 
and a law were all tied together in this new doctrine. 


Given this, we cannot be completely sure of the accuracy 
and of the geographical settings that have come to us 
regarding the stories of Ibrahim, Isma'll, Ishaq, Ya‘qtib and 
the Asbat, the twelve sons (sisi), and likewise of Misa 
and Hariin (sii) who were in Paran (Faran, mountains of 
Makkah) at some point. The alleged journey of Ibrahim 
(Iai) seems very conveniently to match the borders of 
the Promised Land, “Greater Israel” and mention of his 
residence in Makkah building the Ka‘bah with his first son, 
Ismail is conveniently concealed. Likewise, our sources 
establish that Misa and the Bani Isra’1l would perform Hajj. 
Nothing of the sort appears in the Torah of the Jews. Thus, 
much information has been omitted and possibly altered as 
well. This is matter of investigation and is outside the scope 
of this series. 


This new doctrine came at the hand of the Judeans, the 
“Jews” and not Israelites (who are the other ten tribes) 
of the Northern Kingdom of Samaria. It is interesting to 
note how the Jewish Encyclopedia explains that the 
Judeans (who became the “Jews”) had aforetime 
intermingled and intermarried, essentially losing their 
“Israelite” lineage and stood apart from the ten tribes of 
the other kingdom. It states: 
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“The tribe of Judah is said to have been descended 
from the patriarch Judah, the fourth son of Jacob and 
Leah (Gen. xxix. 35). In the Book of Numbers it is 
represented as sharing with the other tribes, without 
distinctive fortunes, the experiences of the Exodus and 
of the sojourn in the wilderness. The clans which then 
composed the tribe are said to have been the Shelanites, 
Perizzites, Zerahites, Hezronites, and Hamulites (Num. 
xxvi. 19-22)... After the settlement in Canaan, Judah 
seems to have stood apart from the other tribes... when 
Judah entered Palestine it first gained a foothold at 
Adullam and Timnah (Gen. xxxviii. 1, 12)... An alliance 
was soon made with the clans of the Perizzites and 
Zerahites, who had the palm-tree for their totem, and 
were therefore said to be children of Tamar (Gen. 
xxxviii. 13-30). Later the Kenizzite clans of Caleb and 
Othniel were amalgamated with the tribe. These clans 
were, perhaps, of Edomitish origin, since Kenaz is 
counted among the descendants of Esau (Gen. xxxvi. 
11). These two clans occupied the region around 
Hebron, Carmel, and Kirjath-sepher, or Debir. Gradually 
the Jerahmeelites were also incorporated in the tribe of 
Judah. Their habitat appears to have been in the Negeb 
(I Sam. xxvii. 10), and as Jerahmeel is said to be Caleb’s 
brother, perhaps they also were of Edomitish origin. A 
branch of the Kenites from the Sinaitic peninsula added 
another element to Judah’s complex character. This 
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large admixture of foreign blood in the tribe of Judah is 
probably the reason why the Judahites were so loosely 
connected with the other tribes of Israel. A 
consciousness existed on both sides that Judah stood 
apart in origin and in sentiment.”* Under the entry for 
“Tribes, the Twelve”, the Encyclopedia states, “Judah in 
all likelihood being a non-Israelitish mixed tribe”.” 

It was these “Judeans” who after the Kingdoms of 
David and Sulayman (slice), during their captivity in 
Babylon and the period thereafter, constructed the new 
Torah. However, the Samaritans, the other ten tribes, 
rejected this and they claimed to have their own Torah. 
It is here that we see the first major ideological split and 
the appearance of two distinct religious groups: The 
“Jews”, the authors of the chosen people and promised 
land doctrine and the “Samaritans”. Both of these sects 
claimed to have the authentic Torah.‘ 


* The Jewish Encyclopedia, 1912 (New York: Funk and Wagnell), 7/330. 
` Ibid. 12/253 

6 As for the Samaritans, then they accepted only the first five books 
(Pentateuch) and the Book of Joshua and they did not really affirm 
any prophets after them. They held Misa (ate) was the seal of the 
Messengers. They were Jahmites, deniers of the attributes. They also 
believed that what is present day Nablus in Palestine was the true 
sacred, holy place and the qiblah for worship. They believed in a 
Messiah who would come and fight against the followers of Ezra (who 
compiled the other Torah). As for the followers of Ezra and the other 
Torah, from them came the Pharisees and they are the ones who 
claimed an “Oral Law” and who developed the Talmtid and who gave 
rise to what became known as Rabbinical Judaism. Refer to al-Talmud 
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As for the Torah of the Jews, then Ibn Hazm writes: 

“Ezra’s writing of the Torah only took place more 
than 70 years after the destruction of Bayt al-Madis, and 
their books indicate that Ezra did not write it and edit it 
for them except 40 years after their return the House 
[erusalem], after the 70 years they had been in exile. 
[In this era], they had no Prophet, no dome, no ark, and 
about the manarah, it is differed about, whether they 
still had it or not. So in this is sufficiency for the one 
who has any intellect that it is an altered, fabricated, 
forged book and a manufactured religion opposed to 
the religion which they affirm that Misa (sie) had 
brought to them. And Shaytan did not desire anything 
more than this from them, and nor to put them into any 
misguidance more than this, and we seek refuge in 
Allah from desertion.” ’ 

As for the Torah of the Samaritans, Ibn Hazm writes: 

“In the hands of the Samaritans is a Torah other than 
the Torah of all the Jews. They claim it is revealed and 
they are definite that the one in the hands of the Jews is 
distorted (muharrafah), altered (mubaddalah). Yet all 
the Jews say that the one in the hands of the Samaritans 
is distorted and altered. The Torah of the Samaritans 
has not reached us because to them it is not lawful for 


wa Mawgifuhu min al-Ilahiyyat of Dr. Abū Bakr Muhammad Thani, 
1433H (Madinah: al-Jami‘ah al-Islamiyyah) 1/164 onwards. 
7 Refer to Tawrat al-Yahid wal-Imam ibn Hazm al-Andalist (Damascus: 
Dar al-Qalam) p. 139. 
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them to leave Palestine and Jordan at all. Thus, the 
affair of those [Samaritans] who were transferred back 
from Amid and the peninsula to the land [inhabited by] 
the Israelites, they are the ones who reject the Torah [of 
the Jews]. They have a different Torah besides this one 
belonging to the Jews. They do not believe in a Prophet 
after Misa (sa), and they do not speak of the 
excellence of Bayt al-Maqdis, nor do they recognise it. 
They say that the sacred city is Nablus (used to be called 
Shakim). Thus, the affair of the Torah of those [the 
Samaritans] is weaker than the Torah of these ones [the 
Jews] because they do not refer back to any Prophet 
with respect to it, and nor were they present in the days 
of the state of Bani Israil. Rather, their leaders devised 
it for them asd well.” 

What Ibn Hazm is saying here is that the alleged 
Torah of the Samaritans is in a much weaker position as 
they reject any prophet after Musa (sit ),which means 
there were no more prophets among them.’ Also, they 
were not present in the Kingdom of Judah, which was 
supposed to hold the Torah, and their kingdom was 
sacked much earlier in 720 BC, compared to that of the 
kingdom of Judah, which was sacked in 586BC. Thus, the 
Torah with them was also manufactured by their 
leaders for them, as they had nothing concrete to base 


° Refer to Tawrat al-Yahiid, p. 142. 

? The Samaritans speak ill of Dawid and Sulayman (six), declaring 

them disbelivers, claiming that they altered the religion. 
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it upon—[meaning, the actual Torah of Misa (site) or 
confirmation of guidance and teachings by a prophet ]— 
save memories and observances, mixed with whatever 
influences would have come upon them. 


CR 


Summary 

So what we should take from this article is that the 
Torah of the Jews and the Torah of the Samaritans are 
reconstructions and that their contents were written 
both during the exile period and after it. They contain 
accounts of the history of the Bani Israil and within 
these accounts are remnants of the Torah of Misa 
(state), alongside other influences. In putting these 
Torahs together, there would have been reliance upon 
traditions passed down, knowledge of observances 
practiced, as well as parchments and scraps, and books 
that were written earlier. However, there was no Torah 
of Musa (site), because if it existed in that period and 
Ezra or the Samaritans had it, then we would have 
known of it and it would have been explicitly 
mentioned. The reality is that it was lost a long time 
before, before the era of Sulayman (sie), and as thus, 
what we see is really a reconstruction—not a revival—of 
Mosaic religion, a reconstruction that was influenced by 
the political, religious and social settings of the time. 
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In the Torah of the Jews, a new doctrine appears, one 
of tribalism, chosenness and a promised land. “Judaism” 
appeared and developed in the 5th century BC after the 
Persians, under Kirash (Cyrus) conquered Babylon and 
permitted the Judeans to return to Jerusalem.” Thus, 
the Torah and the other books of the Old Testament are 
simply Judean-centrism and not revelation from Allah, 
even if they contain some remnants of the Torah and 
details of some of His Prophets. As the Encyclopedia 
Britannica (1911) states: “Written by an Oriental people 
and clothed in Oriental address, the Old Testament does 
not contain objective records, but subjective history 
written and incorporated for specific purposes.”" 

In short, “In light of these influences and merging of 
culture and civilisation, the Judaic religion came into 
being and grew. Hence, it should not be surprising that 


” When Kirash (Cyrus), King of Persia, conquered Babylon in 537 BC, 
he permitted them to return to Jerusalem and appointed them a 
leader. He was very sympathetic towards them and that is why he is 
praised by them very highly. In fact, Cyrus is spoken of in such 
glowing terms that you will not find for other Prophets in the Old 
Testament. The reason he is praised is not because he was upon 
Tawhid—as it is known that he would attend the rituals and 
observances of various religions—but because the Jews saw that in 
him was a fulfillment of God’s promise to them of the land which He 
had promised to Ibrahim (aik) in their Judeao-centric world view 
which appeared in the Torah they later wrote. It should be noted that 
not all the Judeans returned back to their former land of inhabitation. 
Many of them had become accustomed and attached to Babylonian 
life. So many of them refused to go back and remained in Babylon. 

“ Encyclopedia Brittanica, 1911 (New York) 15/372. 
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it contains the idolatry of the day that was current in 
the era of exile in Babylon. This is because those who 
were affected by the Babylonian culture, they are the 
very ones who wrote what they call the Torah and the 
Books, and likewise what they call the Books of the 
Prophets thereafter. Under these circumstances arose 
the idea of committing to writing the oral traditions, 
which is the Talmiid, even if it did not appear in this 
form except after centuries.” ” 

We have a reconstructed religion around a rewritten 
Torah, providing the basis for committing an alleged 
additional “oral law” into writing. To these people ‘Isa 
(sia) was sent a few centuries later to confirm the 
Torah, teach the Injil and give them tidings of a prophet 
to come who will bring all truth and guidance. 

In the parts to follow in the series we will speak about 
the Jews and the Torah during the period that they 
were ruled over by the Greek and the Roman empires, 
reaching the time of ‘Isa (six). 


Abu ‘Iyaad 
17 Muharram 1440 / 27 September 2018 v1.08 


” Refer to al-Talmiid wa Mawgifuhu min al-Ilahiyyat (Madinah: al-Jami‘ah 
al-Islamiyyah) 1/107-108. 
ISLAMMOSES.COM 


THE BANI ISRA'L, JEWS, JUDAISM AND THEIR RELIGIOUS SECTS @ 15 


A Note Regarding Ezra 

As for Ezra—in one of the views of the mufassirin—he is the 
‘Uzayr mentioned in the Qur’an (9:30), about whom a faction of 
the Jews said that he is the “son of Allah”. He is glorified by them 
because in their view he recovered the Torah for them, and 
essentially saved their religion as they see it. Similar accounts 
are found in the tafsir of the Qur'an for the verse in question. 
Thus, if we accept, on the basis of this view, that Ezra indeed 
recovered the Torah, then Ezra’s Torah is also lost, similar to 
how that of Musa (six) was lost. This does not change what has 
been mentioned above. Since between Ezra and sa (sie) are 
over 400 years and in that period, there is more history to cover 
about the distortion, alteration and loss of the Torah. 
Specifically, how the period of Greek rule also led to kufr and 
shirk (disbelief and idolatry) among the Jews as well as burning 
and destruction of their books and writings. 
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How the Torah of the Jews 
Became Corrupted During The 
History of Banı Israil: Evidence 

that Moses Did Not Write the 
Torah of the Jews: Part 5 
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In previous articles we provided background historical 
information that invalidates any claim that the Torah of 
Musa (size) was transmitted—orally or textually—in an 
unbroken chain by honest, upright, truthful, believers 
through to the post-exile era (5th century BC). The 
occurrence of wholesale apostacies, raids on kingdoms, 
lootings and demolitions, exiles, foreign influences—all 
combined provided the setting for the loss of the Torah 
of Musa (xax). In this article, we present internal 
evidence that Misa (si) was not the author of the 
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Torah possessed by the Jews from its actual contents. 
Much has been written on the subject, so we present 
the most salient points and arguments here. Some of 
these points were realised by the scholars of the Jews 
themselves such as Abraham ibn Ezra (d. 1167)—more 
about him later, he alluded to a “secret” that should be 
kept from people. 

What follows below is not a comprehensive list, but 
only a sample through which the point is illustrated for 
the sake of brevity. 


1. The story of Misa (ate) is always told in the third 
person and not in the first person. Musa, the alleged 
author, never says, “I”, but the story is always told as 
“Moses said”, or “Moses did” and this occurs over six 
hundred times in the four books of the Pentateuch 
excluding Genesis wherein he is not mentioned at all. 
Thus, this was a historical account written after him 
and not by him. To get around this, the claim is made 
that Misa (sti) wrote as if he was making a diary or a 
documentary of the events that took place and hence 
speaking as a third person. Very clever explanation 
with good use of imagination. But completely baseless 
and pure conjecture without a shred of evidence. 

2. In Deuteronomy 3:5-8, the death and burial of Misa 
(stale) is described. A person cannot write about their 
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own death and burial.’ It is then claimed that Joshua 
(sta), wrote this last section of Deuteronomy, being 
the successor to Musa. But again, the actions of Joshuah 
are described in the third person too.’ So he cannot be 
the author either. Also, it is made clear straight after 
that the author lived a very long time after both Misa 
and Joshua: In the tenth verse of Deuteronomy 34 there 
occurs: “Never since has there arisen a prophet in Israel 
like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face.” This 
statement can only be made many centuries after. 

3. Numerous texts make references to Misa (sick) 
writing things down or being commanded to write 
things down, including law.’ Hence, this amounts, not 
to a claim that Misa (ste) wrote these books, such as 
Exodus, Numbers and Deuteronomy, but only to the fact 
that these books were written by someone else in which 
mention is made of Misa (sie) writing things down 


* “And Moses the servant of the Lord died there in Moab, as the Lord 
had said. He buried him[a] in Moab, in the valley opposite Beth Peor, 
but to this day no one knows where his grave is. Moses was a hundred 
and twenty years old when he died, yet his eyes were not weak nor his 
strength gone. The Israelites grieved for Moses in the plains of Moab 
thirty days, until the time of weeping and mourning was over.” 
* “Joshua son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, because Moses 
had laid his hands on him; and the Israelites obeyed him, doing as the 
LORD had commanded Moses.” Deuteronomy 34:9. 
? For example, in Exodus 24:7 there occurs: “Then he took the Book of 
the Covenant and read in the hearing of the people. And they said, ‘All 
that the Lord has said we will do, and be obedient.’”. See also: Exodus 
17:14, 24:3, 34:1-4, 34:27, Numbers 33:2, Deuteronomy 31:9, 31:24. 
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which would have been from the Torah that he taught 
the Israelites. Hence, whilst these books might contain 
some details of the Torah, they are not the actual Torah 
of Musa (stile). In other words, the author(s) of these 
books are really saying that they made use of what were 
claimed to be texts of the Torah that were passed down 
and they put them in these books, which means they 
cannot be the actual Torah. This is very clear. 

4, There are numerous editorial comments by the 
author(s) which reveal their location and time period 
and prove without a doubt that they came centuries 
after Musa (ate) and could not have existed before 
Dawid and Sulayman (ice) which is five centuries 
after Musa (í). In these comments they make 
mention of place names and list of kings that did not 
exist until well after Misa (akg). In Genesis 36:31 
there occurs: “These are the kings who ruled in the land 
of Edom before any king ruled over the Israelites...” 
This means that this was written after the Israelites 


“Refer to examples given by Professor Christopher Rollston of George 
Washington University in his article, “Who Wrote the Torah According to 
the Torah” on TheTorah.Com (23 August 2017). He states, after the 
examples: “The above evidence shows that the Torah’s author is not 
Moses. This author or these authors must have lived in the Cisjordan 
no earlier than the time of King Saul (the Edomite Kings List) or even 
Solomon (the saying about Mount Moriah).” And also: “And so, if we 
take the Pentateuch seriously, it is clear that all it claims is to be privy 
to some sources written by Moses, and to knowledge of discourse 
between Moses and God, or Moses and Israel, just as it does with 
Abraham, Jacob, Noah, etc.” 
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had a king, and the first of them was Saul, followed by 
Dawid (ataie). This could not have been written except 
five centuries after Misa (ata). 

5. The existence of what are referred to as “doublets” 
wherein stories are told twice or but contradict each 
other in some of the details. This indicates that there 
were different authors. Examples include: 

— two creation stories 

— two stories of Ibrahim’s (ate) covenant 

— two stories about naming of Ishaq 

— two version of the ten commandments 

— and others.’ 

6. There are different styles of speaking about Allah, 
sometimes there is mention of ulihiyyah—His unique 
right to be worshipped—and His names and attributes 
and other times there is tajsim and tashbih—likening 
him to His creation—as well as ascribing defects and 
blameworthy traits to him, such as tiredness, regret, 
injustice, sadness and forgetfulness. This indicatesthe 
influences of the doctrines of the idolatrous nations and 
worshippers of humans as gods upon the writers of the 
materials used to compile and write the Torah. The 
Messengers of Allah call to purity of Tawhid and glorify 
Allah above defects and human shortcomings. Thus, 
such materials in the Torah are from the hands of men 


* It is possible that the editors after the 5th century tried to mix parts 
of the Torah of the Jews with parts of the Torah of the Samaritans in 
which the same story is told with some variations. 
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under influence of foreign ideas and could never be 
from Misa (astaixe). This is a proof that Misa did not 
author the Torah in the hands of the Jews. 


What we have covered above are types of evidence that 
establish with certainty that Musa (sie) was not the 
author of the Torah of the Jews and the Torah of the 
Samaritans. Under each type are many examples. This 
leads to the conclusion that there are remnants of the 
original Torah in the Pentateuch, and that it is simply a 
reconstruction by multiple authors and editors which 
contains obvious foreign influences and the insertion of 
ideologies by its authors and editors. 

In the section below, we will summarize how the old 
view of Musa (ate) being the author was overturned 
and how it is now pretty much accepted—except by the 
staunchest of Jews and Christians’—that Misa (atts) 
did not write the Pentateuch and that it is not the 
unchanged speech of Allah (jse). 


CR 


° Even in their view, they can only claim that the later authors and 
editors were inspired by God to write down faithfully and accurately 
what was the Torah of Moses—and not that they actually had the 
Torah of Moses, in which case, there would have been nothing for 
them to do except make a copy. But that evidently is not the case. 
Hence, it cannot be claimed by any Jew or Christian, that the Torah in 
the hands of the Jews was written by Moses (aif). 
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How the view of Mosaic authorship among Biblical 
scholars changed to the view of later, combined 
authorship 

In the 11th century CE Isaac Ibn Yashush (d. 1057) 
found the list of the kings of Edom in Genesis 36 
included kings that came after Misa (sís). The Hadad 
mentioned in Genesis 36:35 is Hadad the Edomite in 1st 
Kings 11:14. Ibn Yashush concluded that this verse 
about the list of kings was added afterwards. He was 
ridiculed for his discovery. Then came Abraham Ibn 
Ezra (d. 1167), a renowned commentator on the Torah. 
He suggested the death of Miisa (ate) was not written 
by Misa, but by Joshua. He discovered numerous other 
anomalies but advised that scholars “keep silent” so as 
not to alert the less learned to this problem regarding 
authorship. This is referred to as “the secret of Ibn 
Ezra”. A few centuries later, Josef ben Elizier Bonfils 
(late 14th century) ignored the advice of keeping silent 
and pointed out the six verses that were problematic. 
He also revealed “the secret” by writing: “It would not 
be appropriate to reveal this secret to average people, 
lest they make light of the Torah, for anyone who is not 
sufficiently wise cannot differentiate between verses 
that contain mitzvot and verses that are simply 
narrative. Additionally, because of the nations, who tell 
us, ‘your Torah was once the truth, but you replaced it 
and changed it,’ for these reasons he says, ‘the wise will 
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be silent,’ for the wise know that this does no damage, 
only the fools would attack him (ibn Ezra) for this.” 

In other words, whilst we know that the Misa (sie) 
could not have writtten this Torah, we will not divulge 
this to anyone, because to us it does no damage, but to 
other nations, they will have evidence for what they 
say. For the next few centuries, evidence kept on 
mounting up that the vast majority of the Torah was 
not authored by Musa (stile). Jews and Christians 
remained adamant for a couple of hundred years until 
the 19th century when the evidence could no longer be 
denied. 

Julius Wellhausen (d. 1918) was the originator of what 
became known as the “documentary hypothesis”. Upon 
a detailed analysis of the Torah text he proposed that 
there were four different authorship styles: 

— J (Yahwist) 

— E (Elohist) 

— D (Deuteronomist), and 

— P (Priestly) 

And that the Torah was a combination of the writings 
of these authors, weaved together by an editor or 
“redactor”. Whilst this hypothesis gained widespread 
acceptance, it did receive critiques and it paved the way 


’Refer to the article: Seven Torah Passages of Non-Mosaic Origin According 
to Ibn Ezra and R. Joseph Bonfils. Translated by Rabbi Dr. Zev Farber. See 
https://thetorah.com/non-mosaic-torah-passages-ibn-ezra-and- 


bonfils/ 
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for other ideas also based on multiple authorship. One 
of them is the “supplementary hypothesis” where there 
was a core text or group of texts edited and added to by 
others, and who also became authors thereby. Then 
there is the “fragmentary hypothesis” which states that 
was a large number of small texts, fragments. Multiple 
editors put them together to create their own narrative 
using these materials. 

Irrespective of where the truth lies, it is fairly well 
established that Misa (six) did not author the Torah 
in the hands of the Jews today. It is impossible for that 
to be the case given the evidence that has accumulated. 
The truth lies within the above hypotheses of multiple 
authorship at a much later period, after the 6th century 
BC. “The different parts of the Torah were written by 
priests and scribes in the northern kingdom of Israel 
and the southern kingdom of Judah during the First 
Temple period and the Babylonian Exile (9th to 6th 
centuries BCE). These parts were stitched together by 
Ezra the Scribe to create a single historic narrative and 
legal code for the returning exiles. (Ezra was the priest 
appointed by the Persian overlords to lead the Jews in 
Judea.)”* We addressed the issue of Ezra recovering the 
Torah for the Jews in the previous article, and stated 
that the affair of the Torah did not end there in the 5th 


* Elon Gilad in “Did Moses Really Write the Torah”, Haaretz online 22 May 
2015. 
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century BC. This is because under the Greek rule of 
Antiochus (d. 164 BC), there were many trials and 
tribulations for the Jews. Also a new “revelation” 
appeared in the form of the “Oral Law” which became 
the Talmūd centuries later and in which the views and 
opinions (often contradictory and mutually exclusive) 
are conferred divine status by the claim that they were 
also revealed to Musa (ati) in addition to the written 
Torah. So as well as problems with the textual integrity 
of the alleged Torah, another layer was added, which 
was the upgrading of the views and opinions of men to 
the status of divine revelation. This led to the 
appearance of “Rabbinical (Talmiidic) Judaism” which is 
addressed in the verse: 
ALT 9d oá GÍ ataj piski iiaii 

“They took their rabbis and their monks as lords 
besides Allah...” (9:31). 

With the meaning that they followed them in altering 
the law, by making the lawful unlawful and vice versa. 
This is not the religion of Misa (atx). 


Abu ‘Iyaad 
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